4 St. Junipero Serra Parish

@ We are baptized to serve and celebrate

WWW.SAINTJUNIPEROSERRA.ORG | (860) 644-2411 | MON-FRI: 9AM-3:00PM

5™ SUNDAY
OF EASTER

[Jesus said,] “My
children, | will be with
you only a little while

longer. | give you a
@J’ﬂ(}g K new commandment:
(888 H It love one another.”
-Jn 13:33a, 34a

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH ST. MARGARET MARY CHURCH

673 Ellington Road 80 Hayes Road
South Windsor, CT 06074 South Windsor, CT 06074
Sunday Mass: 7:30 am & 9:00 am Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Weekday Mass: Wednesday 8:00am Sunday Mass: 11:00 am
Weekday Mass: Monday, Tuesday &
Weekday & Weekend Masses are Live Thursday-8:00 am

Streamed at www.saintjuniperoserra.org Confessions: Monday 6:00pm-7:00pm
Monday after 8:00am Daily Mass

MAY 15 , 2022 Adoration & Holy Hour: Monday 6:00pm-7:00pm

WE EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS,

NEW MEMBERS, AS WELL AS ALL PARISH MEMBERS.




SAVE THE DATE

Sean Patrick Yates

and Andrés Felipe Galeano

onSaturday, June 4, at 11:00am
at St. Margaret Mary Church.

All are invited to join this joyous celebration.
Please pray for these men as they embark upon a
major milestone in their vocational journey!

GOSPEL MEDITATION
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
May 15, 2022 |5th Sunday of Easter

“It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships to
enter the Kingdom of God.” Many folks really work
very hard to circumvent difficult situations. We pre-
fer the easier way around something, rather than risk
inconvenience, hurt or prolonged suffering. It’s no
wonder euthanasia is rapidly becoming acceptable
around the world. Through purely human eyes, there
is no issue bypassing the inevitable, taking control
and bringing things more swiftly to a place of peace.
If this is the way God sees things, then why does Je-
sus make such a big deal helping us understand the
experience of suffering and embrace it? God’s wisdom
clearly takes us in another direction.

Imagine if we were able to eradicate ALL hardship and suffering. Where would we be? As we look at
our own journeys, many of our solid more growth producing life lessons have been born of suffering, dis-
appointment, inconvenience, darkness, and despair. There is something sacred about all of these experi-
ences as God uses them to create something new. Envisioning a life without hardship and suffering
brings us to a vision where everything is flat-lined and dull. As much as hardship and suffering are diffi-
cult crosses to bear, not taking them up runs the risk of us becoming shallow, empty, and lifeless. Helen
Keller remarks that, “a happy life consists not in the absence but in the mastery of hardships.” What an
incredibly wise insight! Many really successful people and saints were brought to their station in life
because they suffered. Suffering teaches us about what’s important and propels us to search the depths
of our souls for resources and strength we never would have known before.

This is especially true when we love as Jesus asks us to love. Love, perhaps above any other experience,
can cause us great hardship, pain, and suffering especially when it’s authentic and unconditional. While
it can thrust us into an incredible experience of God and life on one hand, it can bruise and wound us
deeply on the other. Mastering the art of love is the secret to living life well, walking in the presence of
God and investing in the joy of the Gospel. Love and suffering walk hand in hand. Compromising one
will compromise the other. Maybe that’s why Jesus spent so much time convincing us to accept both.
©LPi




—— WELCOME TO ST. JUNIPERO SERRA PARISH

We extend a special welcome to new parishioners. We hope you will find our parish community a place
where your faith-life will grow. We also hope you will share your special gifts with your parish family.
Your presence, your talents and your prayers are always welcome. Please introduce yourself to
Fr. Castro, after one of the Masses and also please formally register with the parish through
our website at www.saintjuniperoserra.org or by contacting the office.

The churches are open for private devotions:

St. Francis of Assisi: Monday thru Friday 9:00am-4:00pm
St. Margaret Mary: Monday thru Friday 9:00am-3:00pm, Saturday 10:00am-5:30pm

Pastoral Staff

Offices located at 80 Hayes Rd, Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am to 3 pm
Friday: 9 am to 12pm | Parish Office: 860-644-2411 Fax: 860-644-5765

Administrator Administrative Coordinator Business Manager
Reverend Jorge Castro Ginger Bilas Laura Pastula

Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 109 Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 101 Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 103
fr.castro@aohct.org ginger@southwindsor.cc business@southwindsor.cc
Deacons Director of Music Ministries Bulletin Coordinator
Deacon Edward J. Giard Robert Dolan Audrey Miranda

Deacon Michael D. Haines robert.dolan@uconn.edu bulletin@southwindsor.cc
Communication Coordinator St. Vincent de Paul

Anton Miranda Phone: 860-648-0216

stjuniperoserra@gmail.com

Faith Formation Staff

Offices located at 80 Hayes Rd, Hours are Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9 am to 2 pm
Parish Office: 860-644-2549 Fax: 860-644-5765

Director of Faith Formation Faith Formation Admin Assistant  Youth Ministry

Anton Miranda Maria Rosati Emily Golec
Phone:860-644-2549 ext 106 Phone:860-644-2549 ext 107 Phone:860-644-2549 ext 108
faithformation@southwindsor.cc faithformation@southwindsor.cc '

youthministersjs@gmail.com

Important Information

Baptisms: Parents must attend a pre-baptismal class and sponsor certificates for the godparents must be
received before a baptism can be scheduled. Please call the parish office to register.

Prayer Line: For prayer requests or to join the Prayer Line, please call Donna, 860-938-4864, Ida, 860-289-2826
or Mary, 860-644-0766.

Weddings: At least six months preparation is necessary. Please call Fr. Castro at x109

Ministry to Those in the Hospital or Homebound: Your parish priests, deacons and ministers are eager to help
anyone who is unable to celebrate with us because of age, illness or handicap. There is no problem visiting private
homes if we are notified. If you, or a relative living in the South Windsor Catholic Community would like to
receive the Sacrament of the Sick or would like to receive Communion, please call the parish office so that we may
be of assistance.

Winter Snow Policy: Please check our website, channel 3 or Facebook page for possible cancellation.

Bulletin Submissions: The deadline for the bulletin articles is noon on Friday. Email your submissions to:
bulletin@southwindsor.cc
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SATURDAY VIGIL, May 14
4:00 p.m. Carole Snyder
by Billy, Janette, Matthew, Josephine & Christina

SUNDAY, May 15 | Fifth Sunday of Easter
7:30 am. Peter Blume by Joanne Lukas & Family
9:00 a.m. Matthew Marianella by Family

11:00 a.m. John Fidler & John Fidler, IT by Family

MONDAY, May 16
8:00 a.m. Father Daniel Sullivan
by Annamae Davis
TUESDAY, May 17
8:00 a.m. Margaret (Peggy) Messer by Family
WEDNESDAY, May 18
8:00 a.m. Magadalene Lobo by Family
THURSDAY, May 19
8:00 am. Mary & John Taylor
by Rosaleen & Ed Meyer & Family

SATURDAY VIGIL, May 21
4:00 p.m. Cecelia Gumula by Family

SUNDAY, May 22 | Sixth Sunday of Easter
7:30 a.m. Andre Veilleux by Wife, Nancy & Son Alex
9:00 a.m. Domenica Healy -10th Anniversary
by Her Daughter
11:00 a.m. Nicholas A. Brancati-25th Anniversary
by Children

SANCTUARY LIGHTS

St. Francis of Assisi’s Sanctuary Light burns this week for
JAMES GALVIN, SR. -Ist Anniversary

St. Margaret Mary’s Sanctuary Light burns this week for
MARGARET (PEGGY) MESSER
If you would like to have the Sanctuary Light burn at
St. Francis of Assisi or St. Margaret Mary Church for the intention
of aloved one, please calfgthe parish office 860-644-2411.

Please remember in your prayers the following
parishioners who are ill Thomas Russo, Giacomo Ghasa,
Scott Mosher, Anne Mosher, Rosemary Saad, Lydia Mele,
Barbara Mansini, Tammy Cross, Mary Caswell, Linda
Pratson, Beth Jamieson, Helen Palmer, Teresa Foran, Marie
Donnelli, George Rousseau, Charles Flick, Joyce Abrahams,
Kay Vuono, Pat Hendrickson, Carmen Rosa Chilicki, Karen
Cerrato, Bertha Brasfield, Mark Weyrauch, Robert Billig,
Adam Johnson, Taina Marquez-Johnson, Luca and Nicolas
Marquez-Johnson, Simone Tedford, Frances P. Medina,
Paula Musgrave, Richard Mazur, John Ferrante, Michael
Chappell, Rebecca-Lynn Scullion, Dylan McBreen, Susan
Degennaro, Lisa Feinstein, Sylvia Gonsalves, Louise Hynes,
Ginette Collin, Laurie Gilligan, Joan Paterna, Linda Nott.
Please call the parish office to add a loved one to our parish
prayer list.

ST. JUNIPERO SERRA PARISH

MAY 16

St. Margaret of Cortona | May 16
Though St. Margaret of Cortona
(1247 - 1297) is today known as be-
ing an incredibly pious Catholic, she ¥ Q
didn’t start out that way. Born into a £

farming family in Laviano, Tuscany, | [l }

her mother died when St. Margaret % K
was seven. Her father remarried, but & )

life with her stepmother was so dif- SRS -
ficult that St. Margaret moved out of Hel= s elsite] T
the home and instead chose to live S

with a man named Arsenio, though

they weren’t married. They had been

living together for nine years when she gave birth
to a son. Knowing in her heart that this wasn’t the
life that God intended for her to have, she prayed
for purity.

One day while waiting for Arsenio, his dog led her
into the forest where she found Arsenio murdered.
So shocked was St. Margaret that she fell into a life
of penance. She and her son returned to Laviano,
but still found her stepmother to be as unwelcom-
ing as ever. They then went to Cortona, and even-
tually her son became a friar.

Three years after her conversion, St. Margaret fol-
lowed in her son’s footsteps and became a Francis-
can tertiary. During her life, St. Margaret estab-
lished a hospital and founded a congregation of
tertiary sisters. She was canonized in 1728.@ LPi

lies. Thank you in advance for your gifts.

INCREASE YOUR FAITH
Come to our Cenacle which meets every other
Tuesday night. No need
to study anything, just
come and see what it’s
all about. We start off
the evening with The
Divine Mercy Chaplet,
Spiritual Rosary and finish the night sharing our
Faith and discussing The Divine Mercy message.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, May
17th at 7:00pm at SMM Chapel. For more infor-
mation call Mike Cianciolo 860-604-1745.
THE ONLY PREEREQUISITE IS A DESIRE TO
KNOW GOD BETTER

Divine

Mercy
Cenacle

Our Parish is holding a Baby and Older Siblings
shower the weekends of
May 14 and 15, May 21 and 22.
Gifts for a new baby such as clothing,
blankets, diapers, and clothing for
older siblings ranging from 6 months
size to size 10 such as t shirts, pants,
shorts, socks, sweatshirts will be ap-
preciated. Gifts will be used for the
East Hartford Family shelter and the
Village for Children and Fami-
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Funeral Service Ministry
We are in need of caring,
compassionate adult men
and women who have
flexible schedules willing
to serve at Funeral
Masses on weekdays and
Saturday mornings.

' Funeral servers set up for

the liturgy, assist the

priest at the altar during the Funeral Mass and clean
up following the liturgy.
Training will be provided. Interested adults may
contact Ginger at the Rectory office at (860)644-2411.

WE NEED
YOUR HELP

Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass for
Deceased Members will be held 9:00am
Sunday, May 29th at St Francis of Assisi.
A coffee social will be held
in the church hall following the Mass.
All are welcome.

s, The food collection for
May will take place the
1 . weekend of 5/21 and
Food L= 5002, Grocery bags will
y‘é ollecti onk’ be distributed the week-
end of 5/14 and
5/15. With your help St. Vincent de Paul Society will
assist Head Start families in Vernon, DCF families in
Manchester, local families we support and Sacred
Heart Church in Hartford.

Want to know more about volunteering or attending
ameeting?

Please email president@societyhelpline.org. Have
kitchen items or good used furniture to share? Please
post your donation at www.societyhelpline.org
Need help or know someone else who needs help?
Post a request for assistance on our web-
site www.societyhelpline.org or call 860 648-0216.

STEWARDSHIP
Total Offertory including Online Giving:
5/8/2022 Weekly Collection $10,716.00
These numbers will fluctuate due to monthly and

quarterly donations.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

The Knights of Columbus and
St. Junipero Serra Parish are
donate sponsoring a Blood Drive on
Wednesday, May 25th, 2022
DONATE LIFE  from 12:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. at
St. Margaret Mary Church
Hall. Make an appointment by calling 1-800-RED-

CROSS or online at redcrossblood.org. Any questions
call Kevin Paradis @ 860-212-9661.

From Faith Formation Office...

Dear Parents:

Send your kids on a mountaintop adventure at
VBS this Summer!

At Rocky Railway VBS, kids
discover Jesus’ power can
pull them through life’s ups
and downs. Rocky Railway
is filled with incredible Bible
-learning experiences kids
see, hear, touch, and even
taste! Sciency-Fun Gizmos™,
team-building games, cool
Bible songs, and tasty treats
are just a few of the standout
activities that help faith flow into real life. (Since
everything is hands-on, kids might get a little messy.
Be sure to send them in play clothes and safe shoes.)
Plus, we'll help kids discover how to see evidence of
God in everyday life—something we call God
Sightings®. Get ready to hear that phrase a lot!

So mark these dates on your calendar: July 11- 15.
The fun starts at 9 A.M. and will end at 12 NOON
and will take place at Saint Francis of Assisi Church.
E-mail Maria at faithformation@southwindsor.cc
to register your children for this life-changing
adventure!

Sincerely,

Your Rocky Railway VBS Team at Saint Junipero
Serra Parish

1 o

HDEKY

QMI.WP‘ '

INVITATION to the
Reglstratlon Parents of our Faith
Formation Students
We are excited to
— announce a 2022-2023
school year Registration Night!

(All WPC K-6, 7th, 8th, and our Confirmation 1 and 2
(9" and 10" grade) Parents are invited to attend!)
Monday June 13™ — 7pm at the Saint
Margaret Mary Church Hall
Opening Prayer with Father Castro
Come meet the Faith Formation Staff as we explain
the changes to our program.
Registration Fee will be discounted on this night
only. Register on this night check or cash payment
will be accepted.

Father Sherer Annual Award

We invite all seniors graduating from high school and
who have been dedicated in serving their parish com-
munity by participating in service, to apply for this
scholarship for their future education.

Contact our office at 860-644-2411 ext 10] to get
the application.
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“Father where are you going...?” The small girl shuffled a little and side stepped to stay in pace with
her father. “I am going to climb the mountain and see where the lambs live.” He did not slow
down, but he smiled at her with his eyes.

“Oh father.... please take me with you...” she grabbed his hand into her own and skipped to keep
up with his long strides. He stopped then at the base of a rocky narrow hill and crouched down so
that he was eye to eye with his little daughter.

“This is not like any mountain you have climbed before..” he said gesturing to the stone path.
“Once we begin the road, you must walk all the way to the top with me...do you understand?” The
little girl nodded her head and jumped up and down, the way that all six-year-olds do.
“Oh, Tunderstand father...I can do it!” she insisted, “I want to go see the lambs too!” The father got
to his feet, and extended his hand. They began to walk together, the path away from the village
and the red tiled roofs and fieldstone homes. The mountain village existed as if lost in a time and
place from the past. The air still pure and unpolluted from car exhausts and artificial noise that
they were used to in their western life, back home.
A distant cow bell jangled, as their footsteps crunched the loose pebble floor. The mountains
reached up into the clouds and down into an endless chasm below, but still the road was safe,
calm, and unassuming. “How much longer...2” She asked him from time to time. He would answer
by extending his hand to help her along, and a smile for reassurance, but he never said a word,
leaving the road boundless with the possibility of finding the lambs around each bend. She had every intention of not complaining
and making her father proud, but she was just six years old and accustomed to the city. She had never tried her muscles like this
before. He still did not pick her up though. The breathtaking views never varied. The path never changed, as they climbed higher
and higher, she began to whine despite her resolve. “Oh father, please tell me...how much longer?” At last, her father knowing she
had given all that she could began to encourage her. “We are almost there now,” he said. “Abuelita’s lambs will be surrounded by a
simple field fence...if I remember correctly... and we must be almost upon it.” They continued to walk, but the only change was
the increase in the breeze for their altitude, and the vulnerability of their distance from the village leaving an uncertainty of finding
their destination. But just as he had said, they came around a final bend, and there began an old wood fence. “Here we are...just as
remembered...” he said, extending his head to the left and then to the right.

“Where are the lambs...?” the little girl asked, jumping up and down with a smile as she looked all about the enclosure until her
eyes finally rested on the puzzlement of her father’s face.

“They were supposed to be here...” he looked about some more, but in the expanse of the mountainside, there would have been
nowhere for the lambs to hide from them. His shoulders slumped as he looked to his daughter’s sparkling eyes that had not the
maturity to realize what he was saying. “I thought they were going to be here...” he said again, with a tenderness on his face, that
helped her to understand a little bit. “Are you kidding daddy?” she asked as tears filled her eyes. “I'm sorry.... ..”Then he picked his
daughter up and he began to walk down the mountain path. She cried for a little bit, but the path down was faster, and she knew
where they would end up and so after just a few minutes she was able to walk again beside her father. The cow’s bell jangled a
welcome back to the village, and they smiled at each other upon returning from such a journey. They walked now toward the cen-
ter of the square surprised at finding a group of people standing around an old barn.

“Daddy...I" he heard her shriek and saw her run before he could protect her heart and her eyes. “The lambs...Daddy!” she screamed
but they were not as she wanted to find them, and the terror shocked the air. The lambs stood tied up in a row. As the man,
pierced a lance through the chosen one, and began to sheer the meat. He grabbed for his shrieking daughter and pulled her toward
the house. She pushed and ran from his arms as he entered the door. She screamed for her mother.

“Mommy....they killed the lamb!” she sobbed uncontrollably and looked at her mother’s face.

“I know sweetheart...” she said simply. “Abuelita has given us her lambs for your First Communion dinner. The little girl stood,
and swayed, in an invisible silent space, and then she quietly walked away.

The next morning, her pure white gown stretched to the ground, and she knelt with her fingertips pointed toward heaven. “The
Body of Christ...” the priest said as he lifted Him to her lips. “Amen...” she said as she received Him.

The Liturgy of the Fucharist

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.”
John 1:29-34 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, 'Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world! This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” I myself did not
know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel." And John testified, 'T saw the
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize
with water said to me, "He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I
myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God."

"The Lamb who takes away the sin of the world"

CCC608 After agreeing to baptize him along with the sinners, John the Baptist looked at Jesus and pointed him out as the "Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world".422 By doing so, he reveals that Jesus is at the same time the suffering Servant who
silently allows himself to be led to the slaughter and who bears the sin of the multitudes, and also the Paschal Lamb, the symbol of
Israel's redemption at the first Passover.423 Christ's whole life expresses his mission: "to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.'424

In my vision, I heard the sound of an immense number of angels gathered round the throne and the living creatures and the elders;
there were ten thousand times ten thousand of them and thousands upon thousands,loudly chanting: Worthy is the Lamb that
was sacrificed to receive power, riches, wisdom, strength, honour, glory and blessing. Then I heard all the living things in
creation -- everything that lives in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and in the sea, crying: To the One seated on the
throne and to the Lamb, be all praise, honour, glory and power, for ever and ever.And the four living creatures said, ‘Amen’; and the
elders prostrated themselves to worship. Rev 5:11-10

Maria Rosati — Faith Formation Administrative Assistant /860.644.2549/ faithformation@southwindsor.cc
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Providing quality care to
our community for over 20 years.

PHYSICAL THERAPY « CERTIFIED ATHLETIC TRAINING
SPORTS CONDITIONING « GOLF PERFORMANCE

Learn More at IntegRehab.com

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION.
* Work-Life Balance * Paid Training ‘ 4

* Full-Time with Benefits ® Some Travel
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Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home
860-644-2940

www.carmonfuneralhome.com
419 Buckland Road * South Windsor
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