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St. Junipero Serra Parish  

2023 Holy Week Masses & Services  

Palm Sunday Vigil, April 1 

 St. Margaret Mary Church at 4:00 p.m. 

Palm Sunday, April 2 

 St. Francis of Assisi Church at 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. 

 St. Margaret Mary Church at 11:00 a.m. 

TRIDUUM, April 6-9 

Holy Thursday  

 St. Margaret Mary Church at 7:00 p.m.  

 St. Margaret Mary Church will be open until 10:00 p.m. for personal prayer & adoration 

Good Friday  

 Morning Prayer | St. Francis of Assisi Church at 9:00 a.m.  

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord  

 St. Margaret Mary Church at 3:00 p.m.  

Holy Saturday 

 Food Blessing | St. Francis of Assisi Church at 12:00 p.m.  

Easter Vigil 

 St. Margaret Mary Church at 8:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday, April 9 

 St. Francis of Assisi Church at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. 

 St. Margaret Mary Church at 11:00 a.m.  

Divine Mercy Sunday, April 16 

 Chaplet, Adoration and Benediction | St. Francis of Assisi Church at 3:00 p.m. 
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Reverend Jorge Castro  

Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 109  

fr.castro@aohct.org 
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Deacon Edward J. Giard 

Deacon Michael D. Haines  
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Robert Dolan     

robert.dolan@uconn.edu �
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Ginger Bilas  

Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 101 

ginger@southwindsor.cc 
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Anton Miranda  

stjuniperoserra@gmail.com  
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Jose Andrade  

Steven Barile 
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Laura Pastula    

Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 103 

business@southwindsor.cc 
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Audrey Miranda  

Phone 860-644-2411 ext 102 

bulletin@southwindsor.cc    
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We extend a special welcome to new parishioners. We hope you will find our parish community a place 

where your faith-life will grow. We also hope you will share your special gifts with your parish family.  

Your presence, your talents and your prayers are always welcome. Please introduce yourself to  

Fr. Castro, after one of the Masses and also please formally register with the parish through 

 our website at www.saintjuniperoserra.org or by contacting the office. 

The churches are open for private devotions:  

St. Francis of Assisi: Monday thru Friday 9:00am-4:00pm 

St. Margaret Mary: Monday thru Friday 9:00am-3:00pm, Saturday 10:00am-5:30pm 

Pastoral Staff 

Faith Formation Staff  
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Anton Miranda  

Phone:860-644-2549  ext 106 

faithformation@southwindsor.cc 
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Maria Rosati   

Phone:860-644-2549  ext 107 

faithformation@southwindsor.cc 
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Ronald Audette �

Phone:860-644-2549  ext 108 

youthministersjs@gmail.com  
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Phone:860-644-2549  ext 107�

confirmationcoordinatorsjs@gmail.com 

Offices located at 80 Hayes Rd, Office Hours Monday-Thursday 9 am to 3 pm 

Friday: 9 am to 12pm  | Phone: 860-644-2411 Fax: 860-644-5765 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am to 2pm | Phone 860-644-2549 Fax: 860-644-5765 

Important Information 

����������Parents must attend a pre-baptismal  class and sponsor certificates for the godparents must be 

received before a baptism can be scheduled. Please call the parish office to register.  

����	�����	��For prayer requests or to join the Prayer Line, please call Donna, 860-938-4864, Ida, 860-289-2826 

or Mary, 860-644-0766.�

 	��������At least six months preparation is necessary. Please call Fr. Castro at x109�

������������!���	������	�"�����������"��	#������Your parish priests, deacons and ministers are eager to help 

anyone who is unable to celebrate with us because of age, illness or handicap. There is no problem visiting private 

homes if we are notified. If you, or a relative living in the South Windsor Catholic Community would like to 

receive the Sacrament of the Sick or would like to receive Communion, please call the parish office so that we may 

be of assistance. 

����	����$�#����������The deadline for the bulletin articles is noon on Friday, one week before publication. 

Email your submissions to:  bulletin@southwindsor.cc 

$�%�&��
	����	�����: 860-648-0216 
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SATURDAY VIGIL, March 18 

4:00 p.m. JoAnn Mecca by Her Sister 

SUNDAY, March 19 

Fourth Sunday of  Lent  

7:30 a.m. John & Loretta Padegimas by Family 

9:00 a.m. Kenny Offiaeli by Family 

11:00 a.m. Tom Mazza -10th anniversary 

  by Teresa & Family 
 

  

MONDAY, March 20 

8:00 a.m. Maria Augusta Obregon by Obregon Family 

TUESDAY, March 21 

8:00 a.m. Mary & John Taylor  

 by Rosaleen & Ed Meyer & Family 

WEDNESDAY, March 22 

8:00 a.m. Dominick Roto  

 by Rosaleen & Ed Meyer & Family  

THURSDAY, March 23 

8:00 a.m. Joseph Calvi by Friend 
 

 

SATURDAY VIGIL, March 25 

4:00 p.m. Sharon Estey by Lorrie Coelho 

SUNDAY, March 26 

Fifth Sunday of  Lent  

7:30 a.m. Marjorie Anthony by Anthony Family 

9:00 a.m. Marie Induddi  

 by Robin Saccoccia & Karen Kalafut 

11:00 a.m. Jane Helbig by Family 

 

SANCTUARY LIGHTS  

St. Francis of Assisi’s Sanctuary Light burns this week for  

 CHRISTOPHER  & BERNARD ERTEL 

If you would like to have  the Sanctuary Light burn at    St. 

Francis of Assisi or St. Margaret Mary Church  for the 

intention of a loved one,  

please call the parish office 860-644-2411. 

Please remember in your prayers the following 

parishioners who are ill Thomas Russo, Giacomo Ghasa, 

Scott Mosher, Anne Mosher, Rosemary Saad, Lydia Mele, 

Barbara Mansini, Tammy Cross, Mary Caswell, Linda 

Pratson, Beth Jamieson, Helen Palmer, Teresa Foran, Marie 

Donnelli, George Rousseau, Charles Flick, Joyce Abrahams, 

Kay Vuono, Pat Hendrickson, Carmen Rosa Chilicki, Karen 

Cerrato, Bertha Brasfield, Mark Weyrauch, Robert Billig, 

Adam Johnson, Taina Marquez-Johnson, Luca and Nicolas 

Marquez-Johnson, Simone Tedford, Frances P. Medina, John 

Ferrante, Michael Chappell, Rebecca-Lynn Scullion, Dylan 

McBreen, Susan Degennaro, Lisa Feinstein, Sylvia Gonsalves, 

Louise Hynes, Ginette Collin, Laurie Gilligan, Joan Paterna, 

Linda Nott, Ron Krug, Roy Hauck, Matthew Hornish.  

Please call the parish office to add a loved one to our parish 

prayer list.  

��������	
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EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES 

We have early transmission deadlines. Bulletin  

articles must be received no later than noon 

Wednesday, March 22nd for Sunday, April 

2nd, Wednesday, March 29th for Sunday, April 

9th. Please Email your submissions to:   

bulletin@southwindsor.cc  

STEWARDSHIP  

Total Offertory including Online Giving:  

3/12/2023 Weekly Collection $11,419.00 

These numbers will fluctuate due to monthly and  

quarterly donations. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  

This week our parish will take up The Catholic 

Relief Services Collection.  

WINTER SNOW POLICY 

Weekdays: When school is canceled  or delayed  

there will be NO Morning Mass.  

Weekends: �����������	�
�����������
�������
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SHARING SUCCESS 

Most people in Tur-

kana, Kenya raise live-

stock, and a few are 

farmers, but the hot 

and dry climate makes 

this work difficult-

and climate change is 

making it even harder. Rebecca and Lotiang partici-

pated in a Catholic Relief Services program that in-

stalled a water well and taught them new farming tech-

niques. They can support their family with their crops 

and are teaching others in their community what they 

learned. How can you use your skills and knowledge to 

help others? Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more.  

The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal helps provide the 

critical funding needed to feed the hungry, shelter the 

homeless, counsel those in despair, offer much-needed 

assistance to the unemployed, and make medical care 

available to those without health insurance. Your gift 

to the 2023 Appeal will help to continue these and 

other vital ministries, services, and programs that reach 

out to so many in need. 

The STVP March food collec-

tion will take place 3/25 & 

3/26/2023. Grocery bags for 

the March 2023 food collection 

will be distributed this week-

end. Local clients, families, Head Start families in 

Vernon, DCF families in Manchester and St. Ann’s 

Church in Hartford will benefit from your generosity.  

MARCH  



 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners,  

 As I mentioned before, there is something I 

really do not like to do in my ministry and it is to talk 

about money and finances since a lot of people are 

struggling with their own or family issues. This week-

end everyone is receiving the finance report of the 

parish. It has been only through the generosity of 

many of you that we are still able to maintain both 

churches, but the reality in the finances area of the 

parish changed drastically this last year and we need 

to do something different about it.  There are approxi-

mately 600 families who donate regularly to the par-

ish.  A $1 increase in giving per week would increase 

revenue by $31,200. A $3 increase per week would 

increase revenue by $93,600 and a $5 increase would 

increase revenue by $156,000. Any increase in weekly 

giving would be greatly appreciated and help offset 

our operating loss! 

 One of the reasons for the financial loss is that 

there are fewer parishioners attending Mass now as 

compared to 2019, the year before the pan-

demic.  Based on October counts, there were 1,069 

attendees at weekend Mass in 2019 compared with 

646 in 2021 and 759 in 2022.  Revenue (weekly, 

monthly and holy days) for the same years were 

$824k in 2019, $652k in 2021 and $683k in 2022.  

 Once again, I am very grateful for your kind-

ness and generosity for YOUR PARISH. I ask God to 

bless all of you with and to multiply his blessings in 

your lives. Thank you for your support and your 

prayers.   

May God bless you! 

Rev. Jorge E. Castro 

��

DAY TRIP TO THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF  

DIVINE MERCY | Saturday, March 25, 2023 

Saturday, March 25th 8:00 am - 5:00 pm   

$55.00 per person, Kids 10 & under Free. 

Spend the day in Stockbridge, Massachusetts with  

Fr. Chris Alar for faith discussion, Mass, Chaplet of 

Divine Mercy, Confession & gift shop. Cost covers 

transportation  on private bus & lunch. 

 Call Mike Cianciolo at 860-604-1745 to register. 
 

To reserve a seat we will need a deposit of $10.00 or you can 

pay the whole amount with your reservation. If you are re-

serving a seat for more than one person only a $10.00 de-

posit is required. 

Simple Supper will take place each Friday during Lent 

at St. Francis of Assisi Church. Please join us in the 

SFA church hall at 6:00 p.m. for supper followed by 

Stations of the Cross at 7:00 p.m. in the church. 

In order to plan the number of meals needed, please 

indicate you will be attending by signing the sheet lo-

cated in the  vestibule at either church or call the SMM 

office at 860-644-2411 ext 101. 

 If you are attending Simple Supper Friday, please sign 

in or call by Wednesday. Thanks!  

This week is sponsored by   

Knights of Columbus  

��������	
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The Knights of   Columbus is an international Order of 

Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect 

our families, serve others and defend values in a busy 

changing world. Our local council #5779 will be hold-

ing a membership drive at all Masses this weekend. 

The Knights of Columbus membership brings Catholic 

men together in a powerful way. If you would like to 

join today simply go to KofC.org/joinus and enter our 

council #5779 for local information. 

The parish will be providing Easter Baskets 

for the children living in the East Hartford 

Family Shelter. In addition to candy, 

snacks and baskets, small toys, puzzles, 

books will be a welcome addition to the 

baskets. The collection will take place from 

March 18 through April 1st. Thank you for 

your thoughtfulness. 

DIVINE MERCY 101 

TUESDAY, MARCH 21st 

SMM Church Hall at 7:00pm  

Increase your faith - Join us for a 

video presentation where Father 

Chris from the Marian Fathers 

Monastery in Stockbridge, MA ex-

plains it all.  You won’t regret com-

ing!  For more information,  please 

call Mike Cianciolo, 860-604-1745. 
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From FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 

��

SO WE DO NOT LOSE HEART 

When my son was two years old we discovered that he had a food allergy to eggs. His skin 

broke out in uncomfortable red eczema and he would scratch frantically until he bled. We 

learned of a  specialty food store that sold cookies without eggs and so my husband and I set 

out on a trip to get some. We were so excited to give it to him that we gave it to him in the car.  
 

I remember I turned around to smile at him and watch him enjoy eating his cookie only to find 

that his entire face had swelled up! We rushed to the hospital and found out that not only did 

he have an allergy to eggs, but he also had life-threatening allergies to nuts, which were one of 

the ingredients in the new eggless cookie.  
 

After he had recovered, my husband and I conferred on the irony! We had made a special trip to 

find an eggless cookie so that he would not get sick and instead we came face to face with an 

even bigger problem. We probably said something like, Isn’t that the way it goes when you 

try to do something good,  or why did we even try? 
 

Our faith journey can look like that sometimes too. How many times have I made a resolution to 

stop committing one of my faults? Even altered what I am doing, what I am watching, or who I 

am with, only to find myself face to face with a bigger problem. We can convince ourselves that once we start trying to 

be better that it will be smooth sailing. Once I fix this problem there could not and will not be another on the horizon.  
 

It is easy to get discouraged and make strange calculations that say if we give up we can avoid all of our problems al-

together, even though we know this isn’t true at all. Surely if we had not gone out of our way to buy a special cookie, we 

would have discovered sooner or later that he had this problem. Maybe it was a mercy to discover it when we did. We 

were already in the car, with the foot on the gas ready to speed him right to the Emergency Room.   
 

Eventually I learned to make cookies with applesauce instead of eggs and since there was such a need, a few years later, 

someone began selling egg-free and nut-free cookies in most supermarkets. My son has an epi-pen now just in case he acci-

dentally eats a nut, which has still happened a few times, even with our cautious vigilance.   
 

And so it is with the faith, we practice, we stumble, we fall sometimes, but learn little by little to be better and we can find 

tools to help us grow. If we do fall into one of our old faults or a new one, we always have the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 

where Jesus can wipe our souls clean so that we can start fresh again.  
 

So if you find yourself discouraged by a recent waterfall of unfortunate events do not make the same mistake that I did. 

Don’t say, isn’t that the way it goes when you try to do something good,  or why did I even try?  But instead, try and 

remember a time, when it looked like it was all falling apart, and then remember how it actually turned out for the better in 

the end-maybe it even made you stronger.  
 

It is not those who commit the least faults who are the most holy, but those who have the greatest courage, the greatest generosity, the greatest love, 

who make the boldest efforts to overcome themselves, and are not immediately apprehensive about tripping. Saint Francis de Sales 
 

There is no one who is without faults, and who is not in some way a burden to others, whether he is a superior or a subject, an old man or a young 

one, a scholar or a dunce.-St. Robert Bellermine 
 

“So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed every day. For this 

slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, because we look not to the 

things that are seen but to the things that are unseen; for the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are un-

seen are eternal.”2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

By Maria Rosati – Faith Formation Administrative Assistant  |860.644.2549| faithformation@southwindsor.cc 

Attention Children of 

the Parish: Please come to 

an Easter Egg Hunt on   Sat-

urday, April 8th at St. Fran-

cis of Assisi Church at 

10am. There will be crafts and activities as well as a visit 

from the Easter Bunny!  The Egg Hunt will take place at 

10:45am.  All children ages 4-10 are invited. Bring Your 

Own Basket and we will provide the fun!  

Any teens or adults interested in helping are invited to a 

meeting on Wednesday, 3/22 at 6:30pm at St. Francis 

of Assisi Church Hall. All are welcome, and teens will 

get an hour of service.  

Anyone interested in volunteering is encouraged to 

email Marybeth Murdoch at mbmurdoch@att.net�

���
�� Calling all SJS 7

th

 – 12
th

 Graders  

 Please Join us for our Next 

 Youth Group Meeting  

Schwag bags for all who attend!  

When: Saturday March 25
th

 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM  

at St. Margaret Mary Church Hall.  

What:  A Hungry Hippo Extravaganza  

You’ve heard of the Daytona 500, well we’re doing the 

Dollie 500 (on our stomachs.)  

As our Lenten Journey bring us closer to Easter, we will 

reflect on “God’s Call” in our lives. We will see how team-

work, reflection, and service to others all work together.   

“Actions speak louder than words.  

Let your words teach and your actions speak.”  

Saint Anthony of Padua    
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(860) 644-0067
MARGARET M. SHEA

 John F. Tierney
 Funeral Home Inc.

Dalton J. Zahner

219 West Center St., Manchester, CT 06040

(860) 643-1222
www.tierneyfuneralhome.com

Thomas J. Tierney
Thomas F. Tierney

Family Owned & Operated

Serving the Community for Over Sixty Years.

1275 John Fitch Boulevard, South Windsor, CT 06074
860-528-8421 

860-528-3156 FAX

Visit us on the 
web @ www.kasheta.com
“Power Equipment for All Seasons”

Sales, Parts & Service • New & Used Equipment Available

Kasheta Power Equipment

DESIGN SVC • WEEKLY MAINTENANCE
MULCHING • NEW PLANT INSTALLATION

HYDRO-SEEDING • GRADING
SHRUB PRUNING & BRUSH REMOVAL

Call for a Free Estimate      860-282-9496  
www.JaysLandscaping.com

(860) 432-8900
938 SULLIVAN AVE, SOUTH WINDSOR

broadbrookgardens.com

10% OFF
with

mention
of this ad

CENTRAL
SEALING, INC.

ASPHALT PAVING
860-289-7900

www.centralsealingct.com
Residential & Commercial • Driveways

Parking Lots • Cut-Out Patching • Curbing
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    Lic.#0549065

Foran Brothers
ContraCtors, InC.

FORAN BROTHERS ELECTRIC

REMODELING • CONSTRUCTION • ELECTRICAL
Building Services For Four Generations

860-528-8736
“MAN IS A BUILDER BY NATURE”

CT. REG.
#544006

Elect. Lic.
#121908

Mr. Sparkle
C a r  W a s h

A GREAT PLACE
TO WASH YOUR CAR!

800 Sullivan Avenue
South Windsor

COLONY PLUMBING
Quality Plumbing & Heating Services
Residential • Commercial
Veteran Owned and Locally Operated Since 1984

• Plumbing Replacements • Repairs • Gas Piping • Remodeling •
• Heating Services• Boilers • Water Softening • Water Conditioning •

• Well Tanks • Well Pumps • New Plumbing & Heating Systems •
 Call or Visit Us Today
 860-785-8368 | colonyplumbingct.com
 Happiness is knowing your plumber.

Kids ages 4 - 15 years

Ninja Training Classes 
Parties

Half-day Camp Programs
Competitive Ninja Team

Field Trips
Team Building Events

405 Sullivan Ave.
South Windsor
 860-436-3500

ninjasouthwindsor.com

The Catholic Cemeteries Association 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

From February 15, 2023 through March 31, 2023 bring this ad to the office and:

Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift that relieves your family of a difficult 
decision in the midst of their grief. Whether a Traditional Grave, Mausoleum, or Cremation, 

let our caring team of Family Service Advisors help you choose your cemetery needs.

Purchase
Tandem Crypt
Single Crypt
Two Graves

Save
$750.00
$500.00
$150.00

For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers and Monuments at all our locations!   
Offer applies to Pre Need Sales only. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Visit us at www.ccacem.org for the location 
nearest you or call us at 203-239-2557 to speak to 
a Family Service Advisor to get more information.
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“BROTHERS BEATS THE OTHERS”

Full  Service • Low  Prices
860-289-9468
860-289-6292

COMPANY, INC.

860.432.7432 TEL / 860.432.9049 FAX
PROHealthCT.com / prohealthct@gmail.com

Dr. Jason Sousa
Empowering families to achieve

true health naturally.
915 Sullivan Ave. Ste 1 • South Windsor, CT 06074

Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home
860-644-2940
www.carmonfuneralhome.com
419 Buckland Road • South Windsor

Sick of poor service and generic quality from 
contractors? We return every call, email, and text. 
We keep every appointment. We stay educated 

and on-trend. No job is too big or too small.
We are trustworthy and honest.

Kitchens, baths, tile, flooring,
drywall, paint, windows, doors, decks, 

siding, roofs, and everything else.

OWNED AND OPERATED BY
PARISHIONER JOHN DZIADUL

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED • LIC # HIC.0639110

FULL SERVICE REMODELERS

FOR PICS AND REVIEWS GO TO OUR GOOGLE
LISTING AND CITYWIDEHOMESCT.COM

Call us at 860-836-0297 
ALL CALLS RETURNED

GUARANTEED!

C I T Y W I D E
H O M E S

REVEREND E.G. ROSENBERGER 
COUNCIL 5779

Knights of Columbus
Meets 2nd Wed. of 
Month in Church Hall
Meet at St. Francis of Assisi on odd months 
and St. Margaret Mary on even months.

Inquiries: Jozef Chilicki
(860) 282-7972 

www.kofc5779.org

Kevin Paradis
SW Realtor 

& 
Parishioner

860-212-9661481 Buckland Rd
South Windsor

HomesFromParadise.com

Fast, Dependable Service
24 Hour Emergency Service

860-646-3360
www.northeastrooter.com

AIROLDI’S INC.
PAVING

860-289-3876
www.APAVING.com

Knowledgeable Representation in
CRIMINAL DEFENSE & PERSONAL INJURY

860-644-4700
jesulickesq@yahoo.com

225 Oakland Road, Suite 305, South Windsor, CT 06074
www.attorneyjamesesulick.com

LAW OFFICE OF
JAMES E. SULICK, LLC

Helping Hands
Home Care

Providing high quality, yet 
affordable home care services

 to the elderly since 1996.

LIVE IN OR BY THE HOUR
860-645-7667 Bolton

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mary Hoffman
mhoffman@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6340

(860) 436-4369
HTCOMFORT.COM

27 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
LICENSED & INSURED
SERVICE, REPAIR, 
& INSTALLATION OF 
HEATING & AC SYSTEMS


