
WWW.SAINTJUNIPEROSERRA.ORG  |  (860) 644-2411   

WE EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS,  

NEW MEMBERS, AS WELL AS ALL PARISH MEMBERS.  

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH  
673 Ellington Road 
South Windsor, CT 06074 
Sunday Mass: 7:30 am & 9:00 am  
Weekday Mass: 8:00 am-Monday &  
   Wednesday  

ST. MARGARET MARY CHURCH 
80 Hayes Road 
South Windsor, CT 06074  
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm  
Sunday Mass: 11:00 am 
Weekday Mass: 8:00 am-Tuesday &         
           Thursday 
Confessions: Monday 6:00pm-6:45pm  
Adoration & Holy Hour: Monday  6:00pm-7:00pm  

(except Holy Days & Holidays) 

Weekday & Weekend Masses are Live 
Streamed at www.saintjuniperoserra.org  

DECEMBER 31,  2023  

DECEMBER 24,  2023  



Every year on January 1, the Solemnity of 
Mary, our Mother, the Holy Father marks 
the World Day of Peace with a special mes-
sage inviting all people to reflect on the im-
portant work of building peace. And so, we 
pray: 
Mary, Mother of God, mother of all, who 
bore and raised the Son of God, who sought 
to bring peace into the world. You treasured 
all you saw in your heart, as the fruit of your 
womb poured out love and mercy to each of 
us in our own personal way. Pray for us and 
be with us, that we may remember that we 
are also treasured in your heart. Help us to 
a l w a y s  r e m i n d  o t h e r s  t h a t 
they are just as treasured, that the world 
may know a true and just peace. Amen. 

NEW YEAR MASS 
SCHEDULE  

Monday, January 1st  
9:00am at SFA 

11:00am at SMM  



Pastor  
Reverend Jorge Castro  
Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 109  
fr.castro@aohct.org 
 
 

Deacons  
Deacon Edward J. Giard 
Deacon Michael D. Haines  
 
 

Director of  Music Ministries 
Robert Dolan     
robert.dolan@uconn.edu  
 

Administrative Coordinator  
Ginger Bilas  
Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 101 
admin.coord@sjs-sw.org  
 

Communication Coordinator 
Anton Miranda  
stjuniperoserra@gmail.com  
 

Facility 
Jose Andrade  
Steven Barile 
 

Business Manager 
Laura Pastula    
Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 103 
 business@sjs-sw.org  
 
Bulletin Coordinator   
Audrey Miranda  
Phone 860-644-2411 ext 102 
bulletin@sjs-sw.org 
 
 

 

 
 

We extend a special welcome to new parishioners. We hope you will find our parish community a place 
where your faith-life will grow. We also hope you will share your special gifts with your parish family.  

Your presence, your talents and your prayers are always welcome. Please introduce yourself to  
Fr. Castro, after one of the Masses and also please formally register with the parish through 

 our website at www.saintjuniperoserra.org or by contacting the office. 
The churches are open for private devotions:  

St. Francis of Assisi: Monday & Wednesday 9:00am-3:00pm 
St. Margaret Mary: Monday thru Friday 9:00am-3:00pm, Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm 

Pastoral Staff 

Faith Formation Staff  

Director of Faith Formation 
Anton Miranda  
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 106 
faithformation@sjs-sw.org  
 
Faith Formation Admin Assistant  
Maria Rosati   
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 107 
faithformation@sjs-sw.org 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry  
& Catechist  
Ronald Audette  
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 108 
youthministersjs@gmail.com  
   
 

Confirmation Coordinator 
Sister Karen Skurat  
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 107 

confirmationcoordinatorsjs@gmail.com 

Offices located at 80 Hayes Rd, Office Hours Monday-Thursday 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday: 9 am to 12pm  | Phone: 860-644-2411 Fax: 860-644-5765 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am to 2pm | Phone 860-644-2549 Fax: 860-644-5765 

Important Information 

Baptisms: Parents must attend a pre-baptismal  class and sponsor certificates for the godparents must be 
received before a baptism can be scheduled. Please call the parish office to register.  
Prayer Line: For prayer requests or to join the Prayer Line, please call Donna, 860-938-4864, Ida, 860-289-2826 
or Mary, 860-644-0766. 
Weddings: At least six months preparation is necessary. Please call Fr. Castro at x109 
Ministry to Homebound: Your parish priest, deacons and ministers are eager to help anyone who is unable to 
celebrate with us because of age, illness or handicap. There is no problem visiting private homes if we are notified. 
If you, or a relative living in the South Windsor Catholic Community would like to receive the Sacrament of the 
Sick or would like to receive Communion, please call the parish office so that we may be of assistance. 
Bulletin Submissions: The deadline for the bulletin articles is noon on Friday, one week before publication. 
Email your submissions to:  bulletin@sjs-sw.org 
St. Vincent de Paul: 860-648-0216 
Winter Snow Policy: Please check our website, channel 3  or Facebook page for possible cancellation.    
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SATURDAY VIGIL, December 30 
4:00 p.m. Kristina Guay by Mother, Irene Guay 
SUNDAY, December 31| The Holy Family   
7:30 a,m. Anthony Mercadante by Vicky Vecchiolla 
9:00 a.m John Kelleher, 35th anniversary by Daughters 
11:00 a.m. Carmelo Testa by Family 
 

MONDAY, January 1  
9:00 a.m. SFA | Lai Le by The Hauck Family 
11:00 a.m. SMM | Henry Ruiz, Sr. by Aurea Ruiz 
TUESDAY, January 2  
 8:00 a.m. Daniel DeMartin by Annamae Davis 
WEDNESDAY,  January 3 
8:00 a.m. Fred Sauer by Friends from the Women's Club 
 THURSDAY,  January 4  
8:00 a.m. Patricia Smith by Lagasse Family 
 

SATURDAY VIGIL,  January 6  
4:00 p.m. Laurette D. Billig by daughter, Carol Billig/
Vincent Attianese & Janet Giordano  by Family 
SUNDAY,  January 7  
The Epiphany of The Lord  
9:00 a.m Muriel Soucy by Her Son, Warren/Matthew 
Marianella by Family 
11:00 a.m. Stephen Wisneski by Family/Sebastiano & 
Maria Milluzzo by Santo & Alfina Milluzzo & Family 
 

SANCTUARY LIGHTS  
St. Margaret Mary’s Sanctuary Light burns this week for 

EDWARD, RUTH & PAUL SULLIVAN  
If you would like to have  the Sanctuary Light burn at   

            St. Francis of Assisi or St. Margaret Mary Church  for 
the intention of a loved one,  

please call the parish office 860-644-2411. 

Please remember in your prayers the 
following parishioners who are ill 
Thomas Russo, Giacomo Ghasa, Scott 
Mosher, Anne Mosher, Rosemary Saad, 
Lydia Mele, Barbara Mansini, Tammy 

Cross, Mary Caswell, Linda Pratson, Beth Jamieson, 
Teresa Foran, Marie Donnelli, George Rousseau, Charles 
Flick, Joyce Abrahams, Carmen Rosa Chilicki, Karen 
Cerrato, Bertha Brasfield, Mark Weyrauch, Robert Billig, 
Adam Johnson, Taina Marquez-Johnson, Luca and Nicolas 
Marquez-Johnson, Simone Tedford, Frances P. Medina, 
John Ferrante, Michael Chappell, Rebecca-Lynn Scullion, 
Dylan McBreen, Susan Degennaro, Lisa Feinstein, Sylvia 
Gonsalves, Louise Hynes, Ginette Collin, Laurie Gilligan, 
Joan Paterna, Linda Nott, Ron Krug, Roy Hauck, Donna 
Smutney, Richard Holtz, Maureen D. West, Sophie 
Myzuzikevik, Tracy Robinson. Please call the parish office 
to add a loved one to our parish prayer list.  

STEWARDSHIP  
Total Offertory including Online Giving:  
12/17/2023 Weekly Collection $13,237.00 

These numbers will fluctuate due to monthly and  
quarterly donations. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

WINTER SNOW POLICY 
Weekdays: When school is canceled  or delayed  

there will be NO Morning Mass.  
Weekends: Please check our website, or Facebook 

page for possible cancellation.    
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Our Office will be Closed Monday, Dec 1st. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  

There will be NO Confession, Holy Hour, Adoration  
Monday, December 1st 

Parish Keys – If you, or a family 
member, have keys to ANY-
THING at the parish and are no 
longer using them, please put an 
indication as to what they are for 
and return them in an envelope to either the office or 
the collection basket at Mass. Thank you! 

Why do we celebrate the  
Feast of the Holy Family? 

This feast day honors Jesus, the Blessed Mother, and 
St. Joseph as the holiest of families, and therefore a 
model for all Christians families. They were holy be-
cause they placed God at the center of their family 
life, they loved and sacrificed for one another, and 
they radiated that love to others in the redemptive 
mission of the Word Incarnate. 
Pope St. John Paul II said, “The Redeemer of the 
world chose the family as the place for his birth and 
growth, thereby sanctifying this fundamental insti-
tution of every society” (Angelus message, 30 De-
cember 2001). 



 

Wednesday,  January 10 |  11am to 4pm 
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Thank you for supporting our drive 
to provide gifts for local children in 
need, Head Start children in Vernon, 
DCF children in Manchester and gifts 
for children and teens at Our Lady 
Queen of Peace and Our Lady of Sor-
rows parishes in Hartford for Christ-
mas and the feast of Three King’s. 

Thank you also for your  generous dona-
tions to our December Food Collec-
tion.  With your help we provided food 
for local families, the Little Free Pantries 
in South Windsor, as well as nearby 
Head Start Families and DCF families 
and St. Anne's church in Hartford. 
 

Looking for a way to help us help others?   
1) Hand our empty grocery bags after Masses 1/20 and 

1/21/2024 
2) Roll a bin full of donated items from the main en-

trance at St. Margaret Mary 
to the garage for storage af-
ter 4:00 pm Mass on Satur-
days or 11:00 am Mass on 
Sundays – check in with Joe 
or Catherine or an usher if you are able to assist.   

3) Join a group of volunteers to sort donations on oc-
casional Monday mornings at 9 am in the 
St. Margaret Mary church hall.     

4) Attend our monthly board meeting, 7 pm, the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month in the St. Francis of Assi-
si church basement. 

 

Email president@societyhelpline.org if you would like 
to know more about these or other ways to volunteer 
with the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
 

Have kitchen items or good used furniture to share? 
Please post your donation at www.societyhelpline.org  
 

Need help or know someone else who needs help? Post 
a request for assistance on our web-
site  www.societyhelpline.org or call 860 648-0216. 

Want to help your Parish and save on taxes? Make a 
gift tax-free from your IRA. If you are 70 ½ or older, 
you can make a gift from your IRA to a qualified chari-
ty, like St. Junipero Serra Parish. An IRA gift, other-
wise known as a qualified charitable distribution 
(QCD), is not included as taxable income to you. It 
can also be used to satisfy all or part of your required 
minimum distribution – the legal amount that must be 
withdrawn from your IRA each year. Contact your fi-
nancial advisor for details. 

Immacare Homeless Shel-
ter Meal – January 9, 2024 -  
needs list can be found on 
the parish Facebook page 
the week before meal prepa-
ration begins.  Donations to 
get supplies for the prepara-
tion,  for the 75-80 men in 

the shelter would be greatly appreciated also.  If you 
prefer to make a donation, please make sure to make it 
out to St. Junipero Serra and clearly note on an enve-
lope that it is for the shelter meal.  Your support is 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you for your support 
Charlie & Maryellen Brennan. 

      Christmas Flowers  
Poinsettias that graced the sanctuaries 
this season will be given away Only Af-
ter the 9:00a.m. Mass at St. Francis and 
11:00a.m Mass at St. Margaret Mary on 
Sunday Jan. 7.  

 
 
 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters,  
  

 Now that we have reached the end of this 
year that God has given us, we raise our prayers of 
thanksgiving for all that we experienced during 
this year that is ending. The New Year is a celebra-
tion that unites all humanity, it is a moment that 
marks the end of the past and the beginning of a 
new opportunity. 
  

 May this new year bring to our lives new 
happiness, new goals, new achievements, many 
new inspirations, and new blessings. May all our 
hopes come true and all our dreams come true. It is 
under the Divine Providence of our Lord that we 
begin this new year 2024, and we ask for the inter-
cession of our Holy Mother to guide our steps and 
grant us her infinite blessings. 
  

 I thank God for all of you, for your presence 
and support in the parish, for your devotion in our 
loving Father and for your journey in faith. 
  

Happy and blessed new year! 
Rev. Jorge E. Castro 



FRIDAY KNIGHTS BINGO  at 
St. Margaret Mary Church Hall | 
Doors & Kitchen open at 
5:00pm  Bingo starts at 6:30pm. 
Higher payouts – play for $25 – 
all games. Help support local 
charities, have loads of fun and eat some delicious food 
when you come to Friday "KNIGHTS" Bingo.  
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Celebrate the first American-
born saint! St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton was born in New York 
City in the late 1700s and raised 
Episcopalian. She married Wil-
liam Seton. Together they had 
five children. He fell ill, and the 
family moved to Italy for his 
health. While there, Elizabeth 
discovered Catholicism. Her 
husband eventually passed 
away, but God had more plans 
for the Seton family. Elizabeth 
felt a further stirring in her 
heart. She opened a school for 
girls in 1808. The calling grew. 

Within a year, Elizabeth had founded the Sisters of 
Charity, the first community for religious women estab-
lished in the United States. Their work established the 
first Catholic school system in the country. On her feast 
day this January 4th, pray for our teachers and students! 

Work is for the Good of Man! 
Saint Joseph is often celebrated as ‘The Work-
er’. Work surely can 
be holy.  But as the 
Catechism of the Catholic 
Church says -”Work is 
for man, not man for 
work!” Work done 
for the wrong reason 
can be very unholy. 
 

CCC2428 In work, 
the person exercises 
and fulfills in part the 
potential inscribed in 
his nature. The pri-
mordial value of labor 
stems from man him-
self, its author and its 
beneficiary. Work is 
for man, not man for work. Everyone should 
be able to draw from work the means of 
providing for his life and that of his family, 
and of serving the human community. 

 Saint Joseph Protector of the Family  
 Pray for us! 

Dear Saint Joseph, 
you knew the sound 
 of pounding nails.  

And about the value of  work 
 and making it good.  

Though those who worked for evil, 
 would pound in steel 

nails that looked as yours did, 
no holy sounds were heard, 

poundings and jeers, 
 they nailed Him to the cross, 

Hammer to Nail 
 Did he remember you 

Through pain filled thoughts? 
God willed you foster father Joseph, 

To raise Jesus with humble work 
Watch over all the fathers 

Hammer to nail, 
And Make their sounds very good, 

May their offerings, be given, 
 through your holy hands, 

And protect all families from evil, 
Across every earthly land. 

“Truly, I doubt not that the angels, wondering and ador-
ing, came thronging in countless multitudes to that poor 
workshop to admire the humility of him who guarded 
that dear and divine child, and labored at his carpenter’s 
trade to support the son and the mother who were com-
mitted to his care.” St. Francis de Sales 
By Maria Rosati – Faith Formation Adminis-

trative Assistant  |860.644.2549| 
faithformation@sjs-sw.org  
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(860) 644-0067
MARGARET M. SHEA

 John F. Tierney
 Funeral Home Inc.

Dalton J. Zahner

219 West Center St., Manchester, CT 06040

(860) 643-1222
www.tierneyfuneralhome.com

Thomas J. Tierney
Thomas F. Tierney

Family Owned & Operated

Serving the Community for Over Sixty Years.

1275 John Fitch Boulevard, South Windsor, CT 06074
860-528-8421 

860-528-3156 FAX

Visit us on the 
web @ www.kasheta.com
“Power Equipment for All Seasons”

Sales, Parts & Service • New & Used Equipment Available

Kasheta Power Equipment

DESIGN SVC • WEEKLY MAINTENANCE
MULCHING • NEW PLANT INSTALLATION

HYDRO-SEEDING • GRADING
SHRUB PRUNING & BRUSH REMOVAL

Call for a Free Estimate      860-282-9496  
www.JaysLandscaping.com

(860) 432-8900
938 SULLIVAN AVE, SOUTH WINDSOR

broadbrookgardens.com

10% OFF
with

mention
of this ad

CENTRAL
SEALING, INC.

ASPHALT PAVING
860-289-7900

www.centralsealingct.com
Residential & Commercial • Driveways

Parking Lots • Cut-Out Patching • Curbing
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    Lic.#0549065

Foran Brothers
ContraCtors, InC.

FORAN BROTHERS ELECTRIC

REMODELING • CONSTRUCTION • ELECTRICAL
Building Services For Four Generations

860-528-8736
“MAN IS A BUILDER BY NATURE”

CT. REG.
#544006

Elect. Lic.
#121908

Mr. Sparkle
C a r  W a s h

A GREAT PLACE
TO WASH YOUR CAR!

800 Sullivan Avenue
South Windsor

COLONY PLUMBING
Quality Plumbing & Heating Services
Residential • Commercial
Veteran Owned and Locally Operated Since 1984

• Plumbing Replacements • Repairs • Gas Piping • Remodeling •
• Heating Services• Boilers • Water Softening • Water Conditioning •

• Well Tanks • Well Pumps • New Plumbing & Heating Systems •
 Call or Visit Us Today
 860-785-8368 | colonyplumbingct.com
 Happiness is knowing your plumber.

Kids ages 4 - 15 years

Ninja Training Classes 
Parties

Half-day Camp Programs
Competitive Ninja Team

Field Trips
Team Building Events

405 Sullivan Ave.
South Windsor
 860-436-3500

ninjasouthwindsor.com

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police 4 Family  
        4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

NEED HELP  
WITH MEDICARE 

OPTIONS?
Turning 65? Retiring?

Review of your current plan?
My services are ALWAYS free.

Jeff Stock, FSA, MAAA  
INDEPENDENT AGENT 

860-502-0725 
stockseniorservices.com

We also help with Retirement Planning, 
Investments & Annuities.

700 MIDDLETOWN AVENUE, NORTH HAVEN   203-239-2557   CCACEM.ORG

END - OF - THE - YEAR HOLIDAY SPECIALS!

Catholic Cemeteries Association is making it easier than ever to 
pre-plan your cemetery arrangements in one of our 30 cemeteries.

Why pre-plan?
• It ensures your wishes are carried out
• It is the greatest gift you can leave your family and loved ones
• It locks in your pricing, without being subjected to price increases in
   the future

And Catholic Cemeteries Association is making it even easier
with our End-Of-2023 Specials!

Purchase any grave or mausoleum crypt and
receive 0% financing, with no money down!

 

Call one of our Family Service Advisors today
for more details! Offer expires 12/31/2023

* Cannot be combined with any other offers. Special applies to Pre-Need sales only

Any space more
than $7,500,

pay 24 equal monthly
payments for two years*

Any space less
than $7,500,

pay 12 equal monthly
payments for one year*
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“BROTHERS BEATS THE OTHERS”

Full  Service • Low  Prices
860-289-9468
860-289-6292

COMPANY, INC.

860.432.7432 TEL / 860.432.9049 FAX
PROHealthCT.com / prohealthct@gmail.com

Dr. Jason Sousa
Empowering families to achieve

true health naturally.
915 Sullivan Ave. Ste 1 • South Windsor, CT 06074

Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home
860-644-2940
www.carmonfuneralhome.com
419 Buckland Road • South Windsor

Sick of poor service and generic quality from 
contractors? We return every call, email, and text. 
We keep every appointment. We stay educated 

and on-trend. No job is too big or too small.
We are trustworthy and honest.

Kitchens, baths, tile, flooring,
drywall, paint, windows, doors, decks, 

siding, roofs, and everything else.

OWNED AND OPERATED BY
PARISHIONER JOHN DZIADUL

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED • LIC # HIC.0639110

FULL SERVICE REMODELERS

FOR PICS AND REVIEWS GO TO OUR GOOGLE
LISTING AND CITYWIDEHOMESCT.COM

Call us at 860-836-0297 
ALL CALLS RETURNED

GUARANTEED!

C I T Y W I D E
H O M E S

Fast, Dependable Service
24 Hour Emergency Service

860-646-3360
www.northeastrooter.com

AIROLDI’S INC.
PAVING

860-289-3876
www.APAVING.com

Knowledgeable Representation in
CRIMINAL DEFENSE & PERSONAL INJURY

860-644-4700
jesulickesq@yahoo.com

225 Oakland Road, Suite 305, South Windsor, CT 06074
www.attorneyjamesesulick.com

LAW OFFICE OF
JAMES E. SULICK, LLC

Helping Hands
Home Care

Providing high quality, yet 
affordable home care services

 to the elderly since 1996.

LIVE IN OR BY THE HOUR
860-645-7667 Bolton

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Raluca Tutulescu
rtutulescu@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6222

(860) 436-4369
HTCOMFORT.COM

27 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
LICENSED & INSURED
SERVICE, REPAIR, 
& INSTALLATION OF 
HEATING & AC SYSTEMS

HVAC System Service - 
Repairs & Replacements

 NEW INSTALLATIONS
 furnaces • boilers 
 hot water appliances

860-422-4314
www.omnimechanicalct.com

Fully Licensed 
and Insured

HTG.303433-S1 
PLM.203984-P1 HIC. 0652832

REVEREND E.G. ROSENBERGER 
COUNCIL 5779

Knights of Columbus
• Meets 2nd Wed. of Month in Church Hall
•  Meet at St. Francis of Assisi on odd months  

and St. Margaret Mary on even months
Inquiries: Jozef Chilicki • (860) 282-7972 • www.kofc5779.org


