
WE EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS,  

NEW MEMBERS, AS WELL AS ALL PARISH MEMBERS.  

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH  
673 Ellington Road 
South Windsor, CT 06074 
Sunday Mass: 9:00 am  
Weekday Mass: 8:00 am-Monday &  
   Wednesday  

ST. MARGARET MARY CHURCH 
80 Hayes Road 
South Windsor, CT 06074  
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm  
Sunday Mass: 11:00 am 
Weekday Mass: 8:00 am-Tuesday &         
           Thursday 
Confessions: Monday 6:00pm-6:45pm  
Adoration & Holy Hour: Monday  6:00pm-7:00pm  

(except Holy Days & Holidays) 

Weekday & Weekend Masses are Live 
Streamed at www.saintjuniperoserra.org  

APRIL 28,  2024  

WWW.SAINTJUNIPEROSERRA.ORG  |  (860) 644-2411   



New Summer Office Hours – beginning  in June,  
Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. 

 

 



Pastor  
Reverend Jorge Castro  
Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 109  
fr.castro@aohct.org 
 
 

Deacons  
Deacon Edward J. Giard 
Deacon Michael D. Haines  
 
 

Director of  Music Ministries 
Robert Dolan     
robert.dolan@uconn.edu  
 

Administrative Coordinator  
Ginger Bilas  
Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 101 
admin.coord@sjs-sw.org  
 

Director of Communications  
Anton Miranda  
StjuniperoSerra@gmail.com  
 

Facility 
Jose Andrade  
Steven Barile 
 

Business Managers 
Laura Pastula    
business@sjs-sw.org  
Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 103 
 

Luz Robles 
finance@sjs-sw.org 
Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 103 
 
Bulletin Coordinator   
Audrey Miranda  
Phone 860-644-2411 ext 102 
bulletin@sjs-sw.org 

 
 

We extend a special welcome to new parishioners. We hope you will find our parish community a place 
where your faith-life will grow. We also hope you will share your special gifts with your parish family.  

Your presence, your talents and your prayers are always welcome. Please introduce yourself to  
Fr. Castro, after one of the Masses and also please formally register with the parish through 

 our website at www.saintjuniperoserra.org or by contacting the office. 
The churches are open for private devotions:  

St. Francis of Assisi: Monday & Wednesday 9:00am-3:00pm 
St. Margaret Mary: Monday thru Friday 9:00am-3:00pm, Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm 

Pastoral Staff 

Faith Formation Staff  

Director of Faith Formation 
Anton Miranda  
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 106 
FaithFormation@sjs-sw.org  
 
Faith Formation Admin Assistant  
Maria Rosati   
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 107 
FaithFormation@sjs-sw.org 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry  
& Catechist  
Ronald Audette  
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 108 
YouthMinistersjs@gmail.com 
    
 

Confirmation Coordinator 
Sister Karen Skurat  
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 107 

ConfirmationCoordinatorsjs@gmail.com 

Offices located at 80 Hayes Rd, Office Hours Monday-Thursday 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday: 9 am to 12pm  | Phone: 860-644-2411 Fax: 860-644-5765 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am to 2pm | Phone 860-644-2549 Fax: 860-644-5765 

Important Information 

Baptisms: Parents must attend a pre-baptismal  class and sponsor certificates for the godparents must be 
received before a baptism can be scheduled. Please call the parish office to register.  
Prayer Line: For prayer requests or to join the Prayer Line, please call Donna, 860-938-4864 or Mary, 860-644-
0766. 
Weddings: At least six months preparation is necessary. Please call Fr. Castro at x109 
Ministry to Homebound: Your parish priest, deacons and ministers are eager to help anyone who is unable to 
celebrate with us because of age, illness or handicap. There is no problem visiting private homes if we are notified. 
If you, or a relative living in the South Windsor Catholic Community would like to receive the Sacrament of the 
Sick or would like to receive Communion, please call the parish office so that we may be of assistance. 
Bulletin Submissions: The deadline for the bulletin articles is noon on Friday, one week before publication. 
Email your submissions to:  bulletin@sjs-sw.org 
St. Vincent de Paul: 860-648-0216 
Winter Snow Policy: Weekdays: When school is canceled  or delayed  there will be NO Morning Mass.  
Weekends: Please check our website, or Facebook page or Channel 3 for possible cancellation.    
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SATURDAY VIGIL, April 27 
4:00 p.m. Eileen & Alvin Kendall by Mary/ 
Mary Rego, 2nd Anniversary by The Botti Family 
 

SUNDAY, April 28 | Fifth Sunday of Easter 
9:00 a.m. Raymond Zagorski by Family/ 
Susana Isla & Ronan Ramilo by Sonia Isla 
11:00 a.m. Kenny Offiaeli  by Family 
 

MONDAY, April 29 
8:00 a.m. Helen & Michael Burava by daughter, Joyce 
TUESDAY, April 30 
8:00 a.m. Edward J. Szoka by Son, Roy & Family 
WEDNESDAY,  May 1 
8:00 a.m. Mary Janicke by Phil & Linda Smith 
THURSDAY, May 2 
8:00 a.m. Patricia Smith by Lagasse Family 
 

SATURDAY VIGIL, May 4 
4:00 p.m. Joseph & Mary Mecca  
by His Children & Grandchildren 
 

SUNDAY, May 5 | Sixth Sunday of Easter 
9:00 a.m. Eugene Forte by Grace Rosol 
11:00 a.m. Agnes Griffin by Mary Bey 
 

SANCTUARY LIGHTS  
St. Margaret Mary’s Sanctuary Light burns this week for 

MARY JANICKE  
If you would like to have  the Sanctuary Light burn at   

            St. Francis of Assisi or St. Margaret Mary Church  
for the intention of a loved one,  

please call the parish office 860-644-2411. 

Please remember in your prayers 
the following parishioners who are 
ill: Thomas Russo, Giacomo Ghasa, 
Scott Mosher, Anne Mosher, 
Rosemary Saad, Lydia Mele, Barbara 
Mansini, Tammy Cross, Mary 

Caswell, Linda Pratson, Beth Jamieson, Teresa Foran, 
Marie Donnelli, George Rousseau, Charles Flick, Joyce 
Abrahams, Carmen Rosa Chilicki, Karen Cerrato, Bertha 
Brasfield, Mark Weyrauch, Robert Billig, Adam Johnson, 
Taina Marquez-Johnson, Luca and Nicolas Marquez-
Johnson, Simone Tedford, Frances P. Medina, John 
Ferrante, Michael Chappell, Rebecca-Lynn Scullion, Dylan 
McBreen, Susan Degennaro, Lisa Feinstein, Sylvia 
Gonsalves, Louise Hynes, Ginette Collin, Laurie Gilligan, 
Joan Paterna, Linda Nott, Ron Krug, Roy & Cheryl Hauck, 
Donna Smutney, Richard Holtz, Maureen D. West, Sophie 
Myzuzikevik, Tracy Robinson, Kate Laurie, Andrew 
Galinaro, Paul Marinella.  Please call the parish office to 
add a loved one to our parish prayer list.  

INCREASE YOUR 
FAITH Come to our  
Cenacle which meets 
every other Tuesday 
night. Our next meeting 

will be on Tuesday, April 30th at 7:00pm at 
SMM Chapel.  For more information call Mike 
Cianciolo 860-604-1745. 

STEWARDSHIP  
Total Offertory including Online Giving:  
4/21/2024 Weekly Collection $11,193.00 

These numbers will fluctuate due to monthly and  
quarterly donations. 
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Join us to pray the Rosary Monday - Thursday after 
the 8:00 am morning Mass 
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April 22  

Canonized Saints 
Question: 
How does a person become a canonized saint? 
Answer: 
It is important to remember that all the saints are peo-
ple, real people who lived just as we do! The first 
saints of the Church were martyrs or theologians 
known for a holy life. Over time, the Church has estab-
lished a set process to investigate the causes of saints. 
After a holy person’s death, the bishop of their diocese 
initiates the canonization process with the Vatican. 
Typically, they must wait five years to ensure any false 
enthusiasm has lessened. With Vatican approval, the 
process begins and the person receives the title 
“Servant of God.” The first phase involves collecting 
information about the person’s life and scrutinizing it 
carefully. One person has the specific role of raising 
doubts — this is the origin of the phrase “devil’s advo-
cate!” When it is clear the person truly lived a heroi-
cally holy life according to Church teaching, they are 
declared “Venerable.” 
If the person is a martyr for the faith, they will also be 
declared “Blessed.” If the person is not a martyr, they 
must be credited with a miracle. This is also closely 
examined for authenticity. Once the miracle is authen-
ticated as truly a miracle performed by God through 
the person or through their intercession, they are beat-
ified. An additional authenticated miracle is required 
before canonization, and we can call them “Saint.” 
©LPi 

Avery Street Christian Reformed Church invites you 
to join them for a Community National Day of  
Prayer service at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 2. This 
one-hour service will focus on praying for state and 
local leaders and the organization they represent. 
The church is located at 661 Avery Street in South 
Windsor. We hope to see you!  
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Dear Parents:  
 Send your kids on a splash-tastic adventure! At 
Scuba VBS, kids dive 
into friendship with 
God! Scuba is filled with 
awesome Bible-learning 
experiences kids see, 
hear, and touch! Hands-
on science experiments, 
team-building games, 
unforgettable Bible 
songs, and tasty treats 
are just a few of the standout activities that help faith 
flow into real life. Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to 
see evidence of God in everyday life-something we call 
God Sightings®. Get ready to hear that phrase a lot! So 
mark these dates on your calendar: July 15- 19. The fun 
starts at 9am. and will end at 12 noon and will take 
place at St. Francis of Assisi Church. Forms can be 
found on our website – www.saintjuniperoserra.org to 
register your children for camp – SPACE IS LIMITED! 
E-mail Maria at faithformation@sjs-sw.org if you 
would like volunteer as one of our VBS Scuba Team 
members! 
Sincerely, 
Your Scuba VBS Team at St. Junipero Serra Parish 

Thank you St. Junipero Serra Parishioners for your on-
going support for your St. Vincent de Paul Socie-
ty.  The April food collection will take place the weekend 
of 4/27 and 4/28.  With your help we will give groceries 
and gift cards to local families, Little Free Pantries in 
South Windsor, Local Head Start families and Local DCF 
families.  Additionally, we will provide food for the Bris-
tol Men’s Shelter.     
Looking for a way to help us help others?   
1. Next month, hand out empty grocery bags after 

masses 5/18 and 5/19/2024 
2. Help roll a bin full of the donated items from the 

main entrance at St. Margaret Mary to the garage 
for storage after 4:00 pm Mass on Saturdays or 
11:00 am Mass on Sundays – check in with Joe or 
Catherine or an usher if you are able to assist.   

3. Join a group of volunteers to sort donations on oc-
casional Monday mornings at 9 am in the 
St. Margaret Mary church hall. If you would like 
to help please email president@societyhelpline.org 

4. Attend our monthly board meeting, 7 pm, the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month (5/14/2024) in the St. 
Francis of Assisi church basement, let us know in 
advance by emailing our president, in case we are 
meeting in a different location. We will welcome 
you! 

 

Email president@societyhelpline.org if you would like to 
know more about these or other ways to volunteer with 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
Have kitchen items or good used furniture to share? Please 
post your donation at www.societyhelpline.org  
Need help or know someone else who needs help? Post a 
r e q u e s t  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  o n  o u r  w e b -
site  www.societyhelpline.org or call 860 648-0216. 

Thank you to the parish fami-
lies who have made a gift or 
pledge commitment to the 
2024 Archbishop’s Annual 
Appeal. If you have not yet 

had the opportunity, please consider prayerfully sup-
porting the many “Good Works” of the Archdiocese. 
Every gift will be gratefully received and sincerely ap-
preciated. All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual 
Appeal are used exclusively for the purposes outlined in the Ap-
peal literature, which can be found at https://
archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/. No Appeal funds are ever used 
for legal fees or settlements.  



ST. JUNÍPERO SERRA PARISH 6 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter: Fifth Sunday of EASTER 
John 15:1-8 "Jesus said, I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. Remain in me, as I remain in you. I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit. If you remain in me and my words remain in 
you,ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you." Check out a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience today. 
It will help your relationship and teach you tools to transform your marriage. You can find one by looking up WWME.org. 
Some of the dates to sign up are: 

June 7-June 9, 2024 in Upton, MA 
June 21-June 23, 2024 in Huntington, NY 

August 2-4, 2024 in Portland, CT 
 Worldwide Marriage Encounter sponsors a variety of in-person and virtual marriage experiences, some on weekends and 
some on seven weekdays. Couples explore their relationship with each other, God, and the Church.  Registration is limited; 
there is a $100 application fee. For more information or to apply, call Frank & Margie Pearson at 860-337-2447 or https://
wwmectw.org/. 

Pawns or Saints! 
“Do not underestimate the importance of the pawn.” - my daughter is looking at me intently through the chessboard. The 
blue in her eyes - deep lakes of surprising wisdom since she is only ten. “The pawn is 
important too…” she continues “...The pawn is willing to sacrifice itself to protect 
the Queen!” 
 

She knows that I being a new chess player have almost made a dire mistake of mov-
ing my pawn without thinking about the bigger picture. I have done this simply be-
cause there are many pawns and they seem to not have as many gifts as the other 
pieces. For anyone who has ever played chess, you would know that once you lose 
the Queen, you lose the game.  
 

Most of us are like lowly pawns in our life. We do not have great powers such as the 
knights, the bishops, or the rooks. But like the wise words of a budding chess player, 
don’t underestimate the importance of the pawn or the ordinary person. We are 
each made in the image of God and no one human person is worth more or less than the other in His eyes. Similarly to chess 
if we consecrate ourselves to the queen and pray the rosary as the Queen - The Blessed Mother - has told us at Fatima - “In 
the end, my Immaculate Heart will Triumph!” 
 

Saint Maximillian Kolbe was known to be a chess genius. He formed the Militia of the Immaculata and later would be a 
martyr in WWII offering his life in exchange for a prisoner who was a father and husband. 
 

Excerpt from the National Catholic Register article Joseph Pronechen  
October 9, 2010 
of Father Lucjan Krolikowski, a priest who knew Saint Maximillian Kolbe 
 

“Maximilian Kolbe used to come very often to the seminary. He played chess. He was so brilliant: a genius in math. He 
would play with 10 seminarians at one time and win every one. But he was humble and gave us a chance to win. 
 

He was a genius. When he applied for the novitiate, there was a committee studying each case. When it came to Raymond 
— his name from baptism — his professor of math and physics said, “To be a monk would be a waste of time. He is a ge-
nius, and they need to send him to the university. He could be another Galileo or Copernicus.” The father provincial said, 
“Yes, you might be right; he is a genius. But I will tell you, professor, we also have geniuses of the spiritual realm, and 
we call them saints.” 
 

Prayer is powerful beyond limits when we turn to the Immaculata who is queen even of God's heart.  
Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

 

Modern times are dominated by Satan and will be more so in the future. The conflict with hell cannot be engaged by men, 
even the most clever. The Immaculata alone has from God the promise of victory over Satan. However, assumed into Heaven, 
the Mother of God now requires our cooperation. She seeks souls who will consecrate themselves entirely to her, who 

will become in her hands effective instruments for the defeat of Satan and the spreading of  
God's kingdom upon earth. Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

 
 

Let us give ourselves to the Immaculata [Mary]. Let her prepare us, let her receive Him [Jesus] in Holy Communion. This is the manner 
most perfect and pleasing to the Lord Jesus and brings great fruit to us." Because "the Immaculata knows the secret, how to unite our-
selves totally with the heart of the Lord Jesus... We do not limit ourselves in love. We want to love the Lord Jesus with her heart, or ra-

ther that she would love the Lord with our heart. Saint Maximilian Kolbe 
 

CCC966 "Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the course of her earthly life was finished, was 
taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might be the more fully con-
formed to her Son, the Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death."508 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her 
Son's Resurrection and an anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians: 

By Maria Rosati – Faith Formation Administrative Assistant  |860.644.2549| faithformation@sjs-sw.org  
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(860) 644-0067
MARGARET M. SHEA

 John F. Tierney
 Funeral Home Inc.

Dalton J. Zahner

219 West Center St., Manchester, CT 06040

(860) 643-1222
www.tierneyfuneralhome.com

Thomas J. Tierney
Thomas F. Tierney

Family Owned & Operated

Serving the Community for Over Sixty Years.

1275 John Fitch Boulevard, South Windsor, CT 06074
860-528-8421 

860-528-3156 FAX

Visit us on the 
web @ www.kasheta.com
“Power Equipment for All Seasons”

Sales, Parts & Service •  New & Used Equipment Available

Kasheta Power Equipment

DESIGN SVC • WEEKLY MAINTENANCE
MULCHING • NEW PLANT INSTALLATION

HYDRO-SEEDING • GRADING
SHRUB PRUNING & BRUSH REMOVAL

Call for a Free Estimate      860-282-9496  
www.JaysLandscaping.com

CENTRAL
SEALING, INC.

ASPHALT PAVING
860-289-7900

www.centralsealingct.com
Residential & Commercial • Driveways

Parking Lots • Cut-Out Patching • Curbing
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    Lic.#0549065

Foran Brothers
Contractors, Inc.

FORAN BROTHERS ELECTRIC

REMODELING • CONSTRUCTION • ELECTRICAL
Building Services For Four Generations

860-528-8736
“MAN IS A BUILDER BY NATURE”

CT. REG.
#544006

Elect. Lic.
#121908

Mr. Sparkle
C a r  W a s h

A GREAT PLACE
TO WASH YOUR CAR!

800 Sullivan Avenue
South Windsor

COLONY PLUMBING
Quality Plumbing & Heating Services
Residential • Commercial
Veteran Owned and Locally Operated Since 1984

• Plumbing Replacements • Repairs • Gas Piping • Remodeling •
• Heating Services• Boilers • Water Softening • Water Conditioning •

• Well Tanks • Well Pumps • New Plumbing & Heating Systems •
	 Call or Visit Us Today
	 860-785-8368 | colonyplumbingct.com
	 Happiness is knowing your plumber.

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police 4 Family  
		       4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

NEED HELP  
WITH MEDICARE 

OPTIONS?
Turning 65? Retiring?

Review of your current plan?
My services are ALWAYS free.

Jeff Stock, FSA, MAAA  
INDEPENDENT AGENT 

860-502-0725 
stockseniorservices.com

We also help with Retirement Planning, 
Investments & Annuities.

Come join our team.
	 Hiring Direct Care Staff to assist 
	 people with developmental disabilities.
  	 Our group homes are located in your area.

	 203-597-8525
	 skovaleski@primecareinc.org
	 www.primecareinc.org
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“BROTHERS BEATS THE OTHERS”

Full  Service • Low  Prices
860-289-9468
860-289-6292

COMPANY, INC.

860.432.7432 TEL / 860.432.9049 FAX
PROHealthCT.com / prohealthct@gmail.com

Dr. Jason Sousa
Empowering families to achieve

true health naturally.
915 Sullivan Ave. Ste 1 • South Windsor, CT 06074

Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home
860-644-2940
www.carmonfuneralhome.com
419 Buckland Road • South Windsor

Sick of poor service and generic quality from 
contractors? We return every call, email, and text. 
We keep every appointment. We stay educated 

and on-trend. No job is too big or too small.
We are trustworthy and honest.

Kitchens, baths, tile, flooring,
drywall, paint, windows, doors, decks, 

siding, roofs, and everything else.

OWNED AND OPERATED BY
PARISHIONER JOHN DZIADUL

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED • LIC # HIC.0639110

FULL SERVICE REMODELERS

FOR PICS AND REVIEWS GO TO OUR GOOGLE
LISTING AND CITYWIDEHOMESCT.COM

Call us at 860-836-0297 
ALL CALLS RETURNED

GUARANTEED!

C I T Y W I D E
H O M E S

AIROLDI’S INC.
PAVING

860-289-3876
www.APAVING.com

Helping Hands
Home Care

Providing high quality, yet 
affordable home care services

 to the elderly since 1996.

LIVE IN OR BY THE HOUR
860-645-7667	 Bolton

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Raluca Tutulescu
rtutulescu@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6222

(860) 436-4369
HTCOMFORT.COM

27 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
LICENSED & INSURED
SERVICE, REPAIR, 
& INSTALLATION OF 
HEATING & AC SYSTEMS

HVAC System Service - 
Repairs & Replacements

	 NEW INSTALLATIONS
	 furnaces • boilers 
	 hot water appliances

860-422-4314
www.omnimechanicalct.com

Fully Licensed 
and Insured

HTG.303433-S1 
PLM.203984-P1 HIC. 0652832

REVEREND E.G. ROSENBERGER 
COUNCIL 5779

Knights of Columbus
• Meets 2nd Wed. of Month in Church Hall
• �Meet at St. Francis of Assisi on odd months  

and St. Margaret Mary on even months
Inquiries: Jozef Chilicki • (860) 282-7972 • www.kofc5779.org

Kevin Paradis, Realtor
Representing Buyers & Sellers
Parishioner and member of
the SW Knights of Columbus

Cell or Text: 860-212-9661
Kevin@KevinParadis.com
www.HomesFromParadise.com
Certified as a Senior Real Estate 
Specialist (SRES) and Accredited 
Buyers Representative (ABR)

481 Buckland Rd.
South Windsor, CT 06074
(Inside KeyBank Building)


