
WE EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS,  

NEW MEMBERS, AS WELL AS ALL PARISH MEMBERS.  

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH  
673 Ellington Road 
South Windsor, CT 06074 
Sunday Mass: 9:00 am  
Weekday Mass: 8:00 am-Monday &  
   Wednesday  

ST. MARGARET MARY CHURCH 
80 Hayes Road 
South Windsor, CT 06074  
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm  
Sunday Mass: 11:00 am 
Weekday Mass: 8:00 am-Tuesday &         
           Thursday 
Confessions: Monday 6:00pm-6:45pm  
Adoration & Holy Hour: Monday  6:00pm-7:00pm  

(except Holy Days & Holidays) 

Weekday & Weekend Masses are Live 
Streamed at www.saintjuniperoserra.org  

WWW.SAINTJUNIPEROSERRA.ORG  |  (860) 644-2411   

MARCH 9,  2025  

https://www.saintjuniperoserra.org/


 

Lent 2025 Bible Study 
The Gospel of John Part II 

 

Join us as we study the second half of the Gospel of John this Lent.  
We studied the first half of John's gospel in the fall, but the second half 
study is a stand-alone study and newcomers are welcome. The Gos-
pel of John was the last of the four gospels written and has a more 
well developed theology than the three other gospels. It is sometimes 
referred to as the gospel of love.    
 

Bible study will take place in St. Margaret Mary Church Hall from 
7:15pm until 8:30pm on 6 consecutive Monday nights starting 
March 10 through April 14. This study is open to all, regardless of 
your bible study experience. Newcomers welcome. The study in-
cludes a paperback textbook with the Bible readings, commentary 
and study questions. There will be a professional online video presen-
tation summarizing each lesson, and small group discussion each 
Monday. 

Call Dan Peck at 860-436-5933 to register,  
or if  you have any questions about the study. 



Pastor  
Reverend Jorge Castro  
Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 109  
fr.castro@aohct.org 
 

Temporary Administrator 
Reverend George Mukuka 
fr.mukuka@aohct.org 
 

Deacon 
Deacon Michael D. Haines  
 

Director of  Music Ministries 
Robert Dolan     
robert.dolan@uconn.edu  

Administrative Coordinator  
Ginger Bilas  
Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 101 
admin.coord@sjs-sw.org  
 

Director of Communications  
Anton Miranda  
stjuniperoSerra@gmail.com  
 

Facility 
Jose Andrade 
smmhayesroad@gmail.com 
 
 

Business Managers 
Laura Pastula    
business@sjs-sw.org  
Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 103 
 

Luz Robles 
finance@sjs-sw.org 
Phone: 860-644-2411 ext 103 
 
Bulletin Coordinator   
Audrey Miranda  
Phone 860-644-2411 ext 102 
bulletin@sjs-sw.org 
 

 
 

We extend a special welcome to new parishioners. We hope you will find our parish community a place 
where your faith-life will grow. We also hope you will share your special gifts with your parish family.  

Your presence, your talents and your prayers are always welcome. Please introduce yourself to  
Fr. Castro, after one of the Masses and also please formally register with the parish through 

 our website at www.saintjuniperoserra.org or by contacting the office. 
The churches are open for private devotions:  

St. Francis of Assisi: Monday & Wednesday 9:00am-3:00pm 
St. Margaret Mary: Monday thru Friday 9:00am-3:00pm, Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm 

Pastoral Staff 

Faith Formation Staff  

Director of Faith Formation 
Anton Miranda  
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 106 
FaithFormation@sjs-sw.org  
 
Faith Formation Admin Assistant  
Maria Rosati   
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 107 
FaithFormation@sjs-sw.org 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry  
& Catechist  
Ronald Audette  
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 108 
YouthMinistersjs@gmail.com 
    
 

Confirmation Coordinator 
Sister Karen Skurat  
Phone:860-644-2549  ext 107 

ConfirmationCoordinatorsjs@gmail.com 

Offices located at 80 Hayes Road.  Office Hours Monday-Thursday 8:30am to 3pm 
Phone: 860-644-2411 Fax: 860-644-5765 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am  to 2pm | Phone 860-644-2549 Fax: 860-644-5765 

Important Information 

Baptisms: Parents must attend a pre-baptismal  class and sponsor certificates for the godparents must be 
received before a baptism can be scheduled. Please call the parish office to register.  
Prayer Line: For prayer requests or to join the Prayer Line, please call Donna: 860-938-4864, Joan: 860-402-3105 
Weddings: At least six months preparation is necessary. Please call Fr. Castro at x109 
Ministry to Homebound: Your parish priest, deacons and ministers are eager to help anyone who is unable to 
celebrate with us because of age, illness or handicap. There is no problem visiting private homes if we are notified. 
If you, or a relative living in the South Windsor Catholic Community would like to receive the Sacrament of the 
Sick or would like to receive Communion, please call the parish office so that we may be of assistance. 
Bulletin Submissions: The deadline for the bulletin articles is noon on Friday, one week before publication. 
Email your submissions to:  bulletin@sjs-sw.org 
St. Vincent de Paul: 860-648-0216 
Winter Snow Policy: Weekdays: When school is canceled  or delayed  there will be NO Morning Mass.  
Weekends: Please check our website, or Facebook page or Channel 3 for possible cancellation.    
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SATURDAY VIGIL, March 8 
4:00 p.m. Judith Meyer by Her Niece/ 
Marilyn Margaret Lappen Webster, 50th Anniversary 
by The Webster Family 
SUNDAY, March 9  
First Sunday of Lent  
9:00 a.m. Andre Veilleux by His Wife & His Son/ 
Special Intention for Mary Capkovic  
by Cheryl & Roy Hauck 
11:00 a.m.  Marie Carzo by Pendergast Family/ 
Eileen Carroll by Joanne & Ed Bendernagel 
 

MONDAY, March 10 
8:00 a.m. SFA Special Intentions  
by Frank & Laura Phillipe  
TUESDAY, March 11 
8:00 a.m. Verna Del Cegno by Bill Beaudreau 
WEDNESDAY, March 12 
8:00 a.m. Anthony & Antoinette Zagorski by Family 
THURSDAY, March 13 
8:00 a.m. Roger Trudeau by Wife, Lucille 
 

SATURDAY VIGIL, March 15 
4:00 p.m. John Griffin by Mary Bey 
SUNDAY, March 16 
Second Sunday of Lent  
9:00 a.m. Marjorie Anthony by Family/ 
Carmelina Testa by Children & Family 
11:00 a.m. Kenny Offiaeli by Family 

 

SANCTUARY LIGHTS  
St. Margaret Mary’s Sanctuary Light burns this week for 

JOHN GRIFFIN     
 If you would like to have  the Sanctuary Light burn at       

St. Francis of Assisi or St. Margaret Mary Church  for the 
intention of a loved one,  

please call the parish office 860-644-2411. 

Please remember in your prayers the following parishioners 
who are ill: Thomas Russo, Giacomo Ghasa, Scott Mosher, 
Anne Mosher, Rosemary Saad, Lydia Mele, Barbara Mansini, 
Tammy Cross, Mary Caswell, Linda Pratson, Beth Jamieson, 
Teresa Foran, Marie Donnelli, George Rousseau, Charles Flick, 
Joyce Abrahams, Carmen Rosa Chilicki, Karen Cerrato, Bertha 
Brasfield, Mark Weyrauch, Robert Billig, Adam Johnson, Taina 
Marquez-Johnson, Luca and Nicolas Marquez-Johnson, Simone 
Tedford, Frances P. Medina, John Ferrante, Michael Chappell, 
Rebecca-Lynn Scullion, Dylan McBreen, Susan Degennaro, Lisa 
Feinstein, Sylvia Gonsalves, Louise Hynes, Ginette Collin, 
Laurie Gilligan, Joan Paterna, Linda Nott, Ron Krug, Roy & 
Cheryl Hauck, Donna Smutney, Richard Holtz, Maureen D. 
West, Sophie Myzuzikevik, Tracy Robinson, Kate Laurie, 
Andrew Galinaro, Shelia Brown, John Weyrauch, Kenny Lopez, 
Vicky Vecchiolla, Atlas, Jane Mahoney, Thomas Rippchen. 
Please call the parish office to add a loved one to our parish 
prayer list.  

ST. JUNÍPERO SERRA PARISH 

STEWARDSHIP  
Total Offertory including Online Giving:  
3/2/2025 Weekly Collection $12,140.00 

Monthly Collection $5,600.00 
These numbers will fluctuate due to monthly and  

quarterly donations. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY  
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St. Vincent de Paul Society needs volunteers for pick 
up and deliveries of donated furniture. If you can 
help one Saturday morning a month please let us 
know.  Training will be provided.  Thank you for do-
nations to the February food collection we helped 
local, DCF and Head Start Families as well at the St. 
Ann’s Pantry, Park Street, Hartford CT. We meet the 
2nd Tuesday of the month in the conference room at 
St. Margaret Mary.  Please consider joining us at our 
next meeting 3/11/2025 at 7 pm. If you know of any-
one or any family that needs help with food, utilities, 
clothing, furniture or rent please let us know by leav-
ing a message on our help line – 860-648-0216, your 
message will be kept confidential. You can also email 
president@societyhelpline.org or go to our website 
www.societyhelpline.org 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
First Sunday of Lent 

Romans 10:8-13:"Brothers and Sisters, what does 
Scripture say? The word is near you, in your mouth 
and in your heart-that is, the word of faith that we 
preach-, for, if you confess with your mouth that Je-
sus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. For everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." So, 
call upon the Lord to help strengthen your mar-
riage. We can be taught and trained to be a better 
spouse. Check out a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
(WWME.org). It can help you in your communica-
tion, teach you many skills, and also help you 
to grow in intimacy and in faith with one another. 
Some of the dates to sign up are: 

March 21-23, 2025 in Burlington, VT 
April 25-27, 2025 in East Sandwich, MA 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter sponsors a variety 
of in-person and virtual marriage experiences, some 
on weekends and some on weekdays. Couples ex-
plore their relationship with each other, God, and 
the Church.  Registration is limited; there is a $100 
application fee. For more information or to apply, 
call Frank & Margie Pearson at 860-337-2447 or 
https://wwmectw.org/. 

mailto:president@societyhelpline.org
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https://wwmectw.org/
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The Monthly Rosary for March 
will take place on Saturday, 
March 15th, at 12:00 noon in 
the chapel at St Margaret Mary 
Church.   All are invited.  Please 
Call Peggy with questions - 860-
978-0126.  

Simple Suppers will be 
served Friday evenings 
during Lent before Sta-
tions at St. Francis of 
Assisi.  The supper will 
be served starting at 
6:00 PM.   
Please sign up in the 
vestibules of St. Marga-
ret Mary or St. Francis 
of Assisi by Wednes-
day.   

SIMPLE SUPPER 

A RECOMMITMENT 
TO END HUNGER 
Since 1975, Catholics 
across the United 
States have come to-
gether each Lent to 
respond to global hun-
ger through the CRS 

Rice Bowl program. Learn how people like you have 
made a local and global impact on the lives of our sis-
ters and brothers in need and why our prayers and 
almsgiving are still needed today. During this holy sea-
son, let us recommit to sharing bread for life with our 
global family so that all people can reach their God-
given potential. Visit crsricebowl.org/week-1 to read 
this week’s Story of Hope.  

Novena to St. Joseph 
The Novena to St. Joseph, the adoptive 
father to Jesus Christ, is for those on the 
path to adoption.  The Novena runs from 
March 10 through the 18th. St. Joseph's 
Feast Day is on March 19th.  To sign up for 
the Novena, go to https://www.respectlife.org/
adoption-novena 
 

Hartford March for Life 
The Hartford March for Life will be held on Wednes-
day, March 19th. The rally will begin at 12:00 noon in 
front of the State Capitol, and we will march around 
Bushnell Park starting at 1:00 PM. Go to https://
marchforlife.org/connecticut/ to register. There will 
also be a sign-up sheet in the church vestibules. If you 
have any questions, email sjs40daysfor-
life@comcast.net. 
 

If you are interested in using the buses provided by the 
Knights of Columbus, scroll down to the Travel sec-
tion, select BUS to reserve your seat. The one closest 
to SW is departing from 25 St. Bernard’s Terrace, 
Vernon. 
Contact Justin Paulin (justin.paulin@gmail.com) to 
reserve your seat. There may be more locations availa-
ble going forward. 

On March 22nd & 23rd, the Little Sisters of the Poor 
will be visiting St. Margaret & St. Francis. The col-
lection taken for them will be exclusively for the care 
of the elderly poor who reside with them at St. Jo-
seph’s Residence in En-
field.  The Little Sisters of 
the Poor have been serving 
the needs of the elderly 
poor in Connecticut and 
Western Massachusetts for over 100 years.  They are 
most grateful for your generosity.  Please consider sup-
porting their annual appeal by making checks payable 
to: Little Sisters of the Poor-St. Joseph’s Residence. 

Collection for Parish Maintenance and  
Special Projects 

The second collection on the weekend of March 16th 
will be for Parish Maintenance and Special Projects. 
This collection was established to help defer the costs 
associated with capital improvements, maintenance, 
and repairs related to Parish facilities. The purpose of 
the Parish Maintenance and Special Projects collec-
tion is different from the Annual Parish Collection 
and the monthly collection. The Annual Parish Collec-
tion and monthly collection along with the weekly 
collection are used to pay operating expenses 
throughout the year to keep our Parish running. 
 
Over the years, many improvements to the Parish fa-
cilities have been made.  However, as the Parish facili-
ties age, we expect the continued need for ongoing 
improvements and are designating a collection to help 
offset these costs.  We will have four of these collec-
tions throughout the year.  The additional dates for 
2025 are May 18, August 24, and October 26. Thank 
you for responding as generously as possible.   

5 

https://www.respectlife.org/adoption-novena
https://www.respectlife.org/adoption-novena
https://marchforlife.org/connecticut/
https://marchforlife.org/connecticut/
mailto:sjs40daysforlife@comcast.net
mailto:sjs40daysforlife@comcast.net
https://www.canva.com/link?target=mailto%3Ajustin.paulin%40gmail.com&design=DAGbEwmKvXI&utl=h6b832b1298&accessRole=viewer&linkSource=document


ST. JUNÍPERO SERRA PARISH 

MY REBEL HEART– SPIRITUAL BATTLE 
All people in this world because of the fall of Adam - have an inclination to sin. Jesus 
said that a good man sins seven times a day. In humility we should pray and confess 
our sins and receive the Eucharist often so that we stay close to Him - who has made a 
path to grace despite our sins. 
 

We thank you Lord for dark and quiet churches for when I had eaten of the tree of the 
fruit that was forbidden, I hid myself and I was found by You, and you told me what to 
do, to be made clean again. 
 

“Then the LORD God said: See! The man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil! Now, 
what if he also reaches out his hand to take fruit from the tree of life, and eats of it 
and lives forever? The LORD God therefore banished him from the garden of Eden, to till the 
ground from which he had been taken.” He expelled the man, stationing the cherubim and the fiery re-
volving sword east of the garden of Eden, to guard the way to the tree of life. Genesis 3:22-24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Our own evil inclinations are far more dangerous than any external enemies.” - St. Ambrose 
 

“Without sanctifying grace it is not possible to refrain long from mortal sin.”-Thomas Aquinas 
 

“Grant me, O Lord my God, a mind to know you, a heart to seek you, wisdom to find you, conduct pleasing to you, faithful perseverance 
in waiting for you, and a hope of finally embracing you.” -St. Thomas Aquinas 

 

“But the tax collector stood off at a distance and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast and prayed, ‘O God, be mer-
ciful to me a sinner.’” Luke 18:13 

 

"Blessed is the crisis that made you grow, the fall that made you look to heaven and the problem that made you look for GOD." 
-Saint Padre Pio 

 

CCC405 Although it is proper to each individual, original sin does not have the character of a personal fault in any of 
Adam's descendants. It is a deprivation of original holiness and justice, but human nature has not been totally cor-
rupted: it is wounded in the natural powers proper to it, subject to ignorance, suffering and the dominion of 
death, and inclined to sin - an inclination to evil that is called concupiscence". Baptism, by imparting the life of 
Christ's grace, erases original sin and turns a man back towards God, but the consequences for nature, weakened and 
inclined to evil, persist in man and summon him to spiritual battle. 
 

By Maria Rosati – Faith Formation Administrative Assistant  |860.644.2549| faithformation@sjs-sw.org  

Rebel Heart 
Does my rebel heart Really beat for You? 
 

Reject the blue in perfect skies, 
Façade and collars, Improvise, 
Seem to follow lesser things, 
In this, a call from You dear King? 
 

Born in stable – castle- 
Hay – your satin sheets - 
Rebel heart beats for you, 
Lost in barren streets- 
 

I walk the way, toward other christs, 
You came to save and desire saving, 
Living among the swine,  
Drink their wine in sinning, 

Sensing You -In longing - narrow roads- 
Through my fault, Through my fault, 
Through my most grievous fault, -I fall - 
Toward You - but also away… 
 

Here I am Lord,  
My rebel eyes on fire for You 
I stay the narrow road,  
I do not fear, But being far from You - 
Rapid flutters within, take pity on me Lord - 
-and hear - My broken Hymn - 
 

Love,  
Your Rebel 
Whose Heart beats wildly– seeking You- 

Lenten Workshop  
Saturday, March 29th 1:30-4:30pm | 467 Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield  

Please join us to discover how to fast from all that prevents you from living out the role you have as a disciple of Christ!  
Fr. Frank DeSiano, Paulist missionary priest is our guest lecturer! Cost $35.  

Sign up (seats are limited): https://www.catholicedaohct.org/catholic-biblical-school/events  
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(860) 644-0067
MARGARET M. SHEA

 John F. Tierney
 Funeral Home Inc.

Dalton J. Zahner

219 West Center St., Manchester, CT 06040

(860) 643-1222
www.tierneyfuneralhome.com

Thomas J. Tierney
Thomas F. Tierney

Family Owned & Operated

Serving the Community for Over Sixty Years.

1275 John Fitch Boulevard, South Windsor, CT 06074
860-528-8421 

860-528-3156 FAX

Visit us on the 
web @ www.kasheta.com
“Power Equipment for All Seasons”

Sales, Parts & Service •  New & Used Equipment Available

Kasheta Power Equipment
DESIGN SVC • WEEKLY MAINTENANCE

MULCHING • NEW PLANT INSTALLATION
HYDRO-SEEDING • GRADING

SHRUB PRUNING & BRUSH REMOVAL

Call for a Free Estimate      860-282-9496  
www.JaysLandscaping.com

Connecticut
CatholicMatch.com/CT

CENTRAL
SEALING, INC.

ASPHALT PAVING
860-289-7900

www.centralsealingct.com
Residential & Commercial • Driveways

Parking Lots • Cut-Out Patching • Curbing
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    Lic.#0549065

Foran Brothers
Contractors, Inc.

FORAN BROTHERS ELECTRIC

REMODELING • CONSTRUCTION • ELECTRICAL
Building Services For Four Generations

860-528-8736
“MAN IS A BUILDER BY NATURE”

CT. REG.
#544006

Elect. Lic.
#121908

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police 4 Family  
		       4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

Come join our team.
	 Hiring Direct Care Staff to assist 
	 people with developmental disabilities.
  	 Our group homes are located in your area.

	 203-597-8525
	 skovaleski@primecareinc.org
	 www.primecareinc.org

Hourly, 24 Hour, Live-in, Respite Care, Meal Prep, 
Med Reminders, Compansionship, Alzheimer’s, 

Dementia and Hospice Care, Fall Prevention

“Every year, many elderly adults suffer FALL-RELATED INJURIES”
~ Let Heaven’s Hands care for you at home so you can safely age in place~

St. Junipero Serra Parish

HCP will donate $25 to your parish for  
every energy audit it completes for parish 
members and friends. Scan this QR code,  

submit the application, start saving money  
on electric and heating bills.

(We encourage sharing this QR code with family, neighbors, and friends to 
maximize your church donation. This promotion ends October 31st, 2025.)

Energy ChallengeEnergy Challenge

Energy Audits
Insulation / Windows

Heating & Cooling
Rebates / Financing

Fill your Life with 
Diamonds!
1015 Main St

East Hartford, CT 06108
 Call (860) 528-2181

www.dellaripalaw.com • (413) 737-2675 Office • (860) 539-1837 Mobile
AD@dellaripalaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Estate Administration
• Personal Injury
In-Home Consultation if needed
South Windsor Resident/Parishioner

Anthony A. Della Ripa
Attorney at Law 
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“BROTHERS BEATS THE OTHERS”

Full  Service • Low  Prices
860-289-9468
860-289-6292

COMPANY, INC.

860.432.7432 TEL / 860.432.9049 FAX
PROHealthCT.com / prohealthct@gmail.com

Dr. Jason Sousa
Empowering families to achieve

true health naturally.
915 Sullivan Ave. Ste 1 • South Windsor, CT 06074

Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home
860-644-2940
www.carmonfuneralhome.com
419 Buckland Road • South Windsor

Sick of poor service and generic quality from 
contractors? We return every call, email, and text. 
We keep every appointment. We stay educated 

and on-trend. No job is too big or too small.
We are trustworthy and honest.

Kitchens, baths, tile, flooring,
drywall, paint, windows, doors, decks, 

siding, roofs, and everything else.

OWNED AND OPERATED BY
PARISHIONER JOHN DZIADUL

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED • LIC # HIC.0639110

FULL SERVICE REMODELERS

FOR PICS AND REVIEWS GO TO OUR GOOGLE
LISTING AND CITYWIDEHOMESCT.COM

Call us at 860-836-0297 
ALL CALLS RETURNED

GUARANTEED!

C I T Y W I D E
H O M E S

Helping Hands
Home Care

Providing high quality, yet 
affordable home care services

 to the elderly since 1996.

LIVE IN OR BY THE HOUR
860-645-7667	 Bolton

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Raluca Tutulescu
rtutulescu@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6222

REVEREND E.G. ROSENBERGER 
COUNCIL 5779

Knights of Columbus
• Meets 2nd Wed. of Month in Church Hall
• �Meet at St. Francis of Assisi on odd months  

and St. Margaret Mary on even months
Inquiries: Jozef Chilicki • (860) 282-7972 • www.kofc5779.org

Kevin Paradis, Realtor
Representing Buyers & Sellers
Parishioner and member of
the SW Knights of Columbus

Cell or Text: 860-212-9661
Kevin@KevinParadis.com
www.HomesFromParadise.com
Certified as a Senior Real Estate 
Specialist (SRES) and Accredited 
Buyers Representative (ABR)

481 Buckland Rd.
South Windsor, CT 06074
(Inside KeyBank Building)

(860) 436-4369
HTCOMFORT.COM

27 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
LICENSED & INSURED
SERVICE, REPAIR, 
& INSTALLATION OF 
HEATING & AC SYSTEMS

HVAC SYSTEM SERVICE
Repairs • Replacements • New Installations

FURNACES • BOILERS • HOT WATER APPLIANCES

860-422-4314
www.omnimechanicalct.com

Fully Licensed and Insured • HTG.303433-S1 PLM.203984-P1 HIC. 0652832


